ST
AN CAR( ”,.'- %
0,&“ "I‘c('f

N 5
: =
i 3 =

NIKKI R. HALEY

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

October 2, 2015

For immediate release

Contact: Contact: Contact: Chaney Adams, 803-528-7217
ChaneyAdams@gov.sc.gov;

Derrec Becker, 803-737-8500

DBecker@emd.sc.gov

Gov. Nikki Haley and Emergency Management Officials Discuss Statewide Heavy Rain and Flood
Preparations

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Governor Nikki Haley, S.C. Adjutant General Maj. Gen Robert Livingston and
emergency management officials discussed preparations for historic rainfall and potential flooding
throughout South Carolina.

The governor urged South Carolinians to stay home, avoid any unnecessary travel, and prepare for
widespread flooding and power outages.

Video of the full event can be viewed here.
The governor underscored the following important safety reminders:

e Thisis a good weekend to stay home. Stay off the roads if you don’t have to be out. Have
plenty of food and be prepared for power outages. Just because the rain may stop late Sunday,
do not lower your level of preparedness.

e This is a storm of historic proportions. We need to take this event very seriously. Be prepared
for heavy rainfall to continue through Sunday. Flood waters may not recede quickly.

e Forthose attending Clemson — Notre Dame football game. If you choose to go, expect very
slow traffic, possible detours due to flooding, and muddy conditions. Remember, the game will
be on national television.
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Use trusted sources of information. Follow local media outlets and websites
including www.scemd.org and www.scdot.org for updated maps along with other official

information and instructions.

Be aware of potential flash flooding. Flash flooding can catch people off guard. If there is any
possibility of a flash flood, move to higher ground. Do not wait to be told to move.

Prepare your home for a flood. Move essential items to an upper floor, bring in outdoor
furniture, disconnect electrical appliances and be prepared to turn off the gas, electricity and
water.

Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can make you fall and possibly
sweep you away. If you have to walk in water, walk where the water is not moving. Use a stick
to check the firmness of the ground in front of you. If you are trapped by rising water, move to
the highest possible point you can and call 911.

Do not drive into flooded areas. If floodwaters rise around your car, abandon the car and move
to higher ground if you can do so safely. You and the vehicle could be quickly swept away. One
foot of water can cause your car to float off the road.

Be aware of electricity issues. Don't go into a basement, or any room, if water covers the
electrical outlets or if cords are submerged. If you see sparks or hear buzzing, crackling,
snapping or popping noises --get out! Stay out of water that may have electricity in it!
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