LEXINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
ACCESS POLICY

PURPOSE:

THIS ACCESS POLICY IS ESTABLISHED TO GUIDE THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF AS THEY INTERPRET AND ENFORCE
THE LEXINGTON COUNTY SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO THE MANNER AND EXTENT OF SUBDIVISION ALLOWED
WITHOUT THE PROVISION OF NEW ROADS. THIS POLICY WILL BE IMPLEMENTED BY THE STAFF WITH ANY PROPOSED
VARIANCES IN THIS POLICY PRESENTED TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR A VOTE.

THIS POLICY HAS ALSO BEEN ESTABLISHED TO ENSURE THOUGHTFUL SUBDIVISION THAT DOES NOT NEEDLESSLY BURDEN
EXISTING ROADS. IT TAKES STEPS TO ENSURE THAT LANDOWNERS HAVE ACCESSIBLE, MAINTAINABLE DRIVEWAYS.
FACTORS SUCH AS ELEVATION, DRAINAGE, SLOPE, DIRECTION, VELOCITY, AND QUANTITY OF WATER WILL BE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT IN DETERMINING THE SUITABILITY OF A FLAG LOT OR ACCESS EASEMENT. IN ADDITION, THE ABILITY FOR TWO
VEHICLES TO SAFELY PASS OR AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE TO TRAVERSE THE ROAD WILL BE CONSIDERED.

A PRIMARY CONCERN WILL BE MINIMIZING POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO A PUBLIC ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY. THE MAINTAINABILITY OF
THE FLAG LOT OR ACCESS EASEMENT SERVING AS A DRIVEWAY WILL BE A SECONDARY CONCERN.

CRITERIA:

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE THE SPECIFIC CRITERIA OF THIS ACCESS POLICY ALONG WITH CORRESPONDING FIGURES
ILLUSTRATING THEIR MEANING AND APPLICATION. THESE CRITERIA ARE INTENDED TO APPLY CUMULATIVELY; THAT IS, ALL
CRITERIA MUST BE SATISFIED.

AS INDICATED ABOVE, IN ADDITION TO THE SPECIFIC ACCESS CRITERIA, THE STABILITY AND MAINTENANCE OF THE
DRIVEWAY WILL BE ADDRESSED DURING STAFF REVIEW. THE SLOPE, SOIL, TYPE, AND LENGTH OF THE DRIVEWAY WILL BE
TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION, AS WELL AS THE VOLUME, VELOCITY, AND DIRECTION OF THE STORMWATER RUNOFF.

DRIVEWAYS MEETING THIS ACCESS POLICY WILL TYPICALLY BE DESIGNED WITH A MAXIMUM SLOPE OF 5-10 PERCENT,
BASED ON THE SOIL TYPE AND DEMONSTRATED WATER VELOCITY. IF THE REQUIRED SLOPE CANNOT BE MET, STABILIZATION
MEASURES WILL BE REQUIRED WHEREVER POSSIBLE. THE ACCESS SHOULD SLOPE AWAY FROM ANY INTERSECTING
PUBLICLY-MAINTAINED ROAD.

DEFINITIONS:
ACCESS - A WAY OR MEANS OF APPROACH TO PROVIDE PHYSICAL ENTRANCE TO A PROPERTY.

ACCESS EASEMENT - A PROPERTY RIGHT FOR VEHICULAR ACCESS GRANTED BY ONE PARCEL OWNER TO AN ADJACENT
PROPERTY OWNER.

DRIVEWAY - A VEHICULAR ACCESS CONNECTING A SINGLE PARCEL (AND POTENTIALLY A SECOND PARCEL VIA AN ACCESS
EASEMENT) TO A ROAD.

ROAD - A VEHICULAR ACCESS (WHICH IS RECOGNIZED BY THE COUNTY AS PUBLICLY OR PRIVATELY MAINTAINED) SERVING
THREE OR MORE PARCELS.

LANDLOCKED PARCEL - A PARCEL WHICH DOES NOT HAVE FEE SIMPLE TITLE FRONTAGE ON A ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY.

FLAGLOT - A LOT WITHOUT FEE SIMPLE TITLE FRONTAGE ON A ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY EXCEPT FOR A NARROW STRIP OF
LAND SERVING AS A DRIVEWAY.

SIGHT DISTANCE - THE MINIMUM DISTANCE MEASURED FROM A STOPPED VEHICLE AT AN INTERSECTION WHICH ALLOWS
THE DRIVER TO SEE APPROACHING TRAFFIC FROM BOTH DIRECTIONS WITHOUT OBSTRUCTION.
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ANY PART OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION THAT ACCESSES A STATE-MAINTAINED ROAD MUST COMPLY WITH
THE PROVISIONS SET FORTH BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. AN APPROVED

ENCROACHMENT PERMIT FOR SUCH ACCESS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE COUNTY OF LEXINGTON PRIOR TO
THE APPROVAL OF A SUBDIVISION PLAT.

FOR INFORMATION ON SCDOT REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE REFER TO:

ACCESS AND ROADSIDE MANAGEMENT STANDARDS
PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING
955 PARK STREET, PO BOX 191
COLUMBIA, SC 29202-0191

www.scdot.org

FOR INFORMATION ON ENCROACHMENT PERMITS, PLEASE CONTACT:

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT ONE ENGINEERING
LEXINGTON MAINTENANCE OFFICE
(803) 359-4103



http://www.scdot.org/

9 IF AN ACCESS EASEMENT IS USED TO PROVIDE A DRIVEWAY FOR A LANDLOCKED PARCEL, THAT ACCESS
EASEMENT MAY ONLY BE DESIGNATED OVER ONE PARCEL.
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3 IF AN ACCESS EASEMENT IS USED TO PROVIDE A DRIVEWAY FOR A LANDLOCKED PARCEL, THAT ACCESS
EASEMENT MAY NOT SERVE ANOTHER LANDLOCKED PARCEL.
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4 AN ACCESS EASEMENT SERVING A LANDLOCKED PARCEL LESS THAN 2 ACRES SHALL BE AT LEAST 20 FEET
WIDE ALONG ITS ENTIRE LENGTH.
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5 THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF A FLAG LOT SERVING A PARCEL LESS THAN 2 ACRES SHALL BE AT LEAST 20 FEET
WIDE ALONG ITS ENTIRE LENGTH.
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6 AN ACCESS EASEMENT SERVING A 2 ACRE OR LARGER LANDLOCKED PARCEL SHALL BE AT LEAST 50 FEET
WIDE ALONG ITS ENTIRE LENGTH.
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7 THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF A 2 ACRE OR LARGER FLAG LOT SHALL BE AT LEAST 50 FEET WIDE ALONG ITS
ENTIRE LENGTH.
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AN ACCESS EASEMENT SERVING A 2 ACRE OR LARGER LANDLOCKED PARCEL SHALL BE DIRECTLY ALIGNED
WITH OR SEPARATED AT LEAST 150 FEET FROM ANY EXISTING OR PROPOSED “LOCAL” ROAD, AS MEASURED
FROM CENTERLINE TO CENTERLINE. IF THE EXISTING OR PROPOSED ROAD IS A “COLLECTOR” ROAD THEN THE
REQUIRED SEPARATION IS 175 FEET. FOR AN “ARTERIAL" ROAD THE MINIMUM DISTANCE IS 200 FEET.
ADEQUATE SIGHT DISTANCE SHALL BE PROVIDED FROM THE DRIVEWAY ALONG THE INTERSECTING ROAD
RIGHT-OF-WAY, AND THE ACCESS EASEMENT SHALL HAVE AN ANGLE OF INTERSECTION OF NOT LESS THAN
75 DEGREES.
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9 THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF A 2 ACRE OR LARGER LANDLOCKED PARCEL SHALL BE DIRECTLY ALIGNED WITH
OR SEPARATED AT LEAST 150 FEET FROM ANY EXISTING OR PROPOSED “LOCAL” ROAD, AS MEASURED FROM
CENTERLINE TO CENTERLINE. IF THE EXISTING OR PROPOSED ROAD IS A "COLLECTOR’ ROAD THEN THE
REQUIRED SEPARATION IS 175 FEET. FOR AN “ARTERIAL" ROAD THE MINIMUM DISTANCE IS 200 FEET.
ADEQUATE SIGHT DISTANCE SHALL BE PROVIDED FROM THE DRIVEWAY ALONG THE INTERSECTING ROAD
RIGHT-OF-WAY, AND THE ACCESS EASEMENT SHALL HAVE AN ANGLE OF INTERSECTION OF NOT LESS THAN 75
DEGREES.
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10 AN ACCESS EASEMENT SERVING A LANDLOCKED PARCEL MAY NOT BE CONTIGUOUS TO AN ACCESS
EASEMENT SERVING ANOTHER LANDLOCKED PARCEL UNLESS BOTH LANDLOCKED PARCELS ARE LESS THAN 2
ACRES EACH.
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1.

AN ACCESS EASEMENT SERVING A LANDLOCKED PARCEL MAY NOT BE CONTIGUOUS TO THE DRIVEWAY
PORTION OF A FLAG LOT UNLESS BOTH PARCELS ARE LESS THAN 2 ACRES EACH. THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF
AFLAGLOT SO PAIRED MAY NOT SERVE AS AN ACCESS EASEMENT FOR ANOTHER PARCEL.
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12 THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF A FLAG LOT MAY NOT BE CONTIGUOUS TO THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF ANOTHER
FLAG LOT UNLESS BOTH FLAG LOTS ARE LESS THAN 2 ACRES EACH. THE DRIVEWAY PORTION OF FLAG LOTS

SO PAIRED MAY NOT SERVE AS ACCESS EASEMENTS FOR OTHER PARCELS.
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13 SUCCESSIVE ACCESS EASEMENTS OR FLAG LOT DRIVEWAYS, WHETHER SINGLE OR PAIRED, ALONG A
CONTINUOUS ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY SHALL BE SEPARATED BY AT LEAST ONE PARCEL WITH A

MINIMUM OF 100 FEET OF FRONTAGE ALONG THE SAME ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY.
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NO MORE THAN TWO THREE-TIERED GROUPS OF PARCELS SERVED BY ACCESS EASEMENTS OR FLAG LOT
DRIVEWAYS MAY BE ALLOWED AT THE SAME LOCATION, AS PART OF THE SAME OVERALL DEVELOPMENT
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15 SUCCESSIVE ACCESS EASEMENTS OR FLAG LOT DRIVEWAYS (MORE THAN TWO AT THE SAME LOCATION) MAY
BE NO MORE THAN TWO TIERS BEHIND THE ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT IS BEING ACCESSED. PARCELS

MEETING THIS POLICY WILL BE DESIGNED TO MINIMIZE THE NUMBER OF ACCESS POINTS TO THE MAIN ROAD.

o— —O0— —0
® ® 3 - <
2.5 ACRES 25 ACRES @
YES T T : I 1.75ACRES 1.75 ACRES
: - —0 O —
50—>  [&— 50 ! < :
E: B <
® ® | i
' ® O
! 1
1
! 0—> K
! I
1
34 S I L4 L Rw
PUBLIC ROAD
C o}
o o b (
3 ACRES 3 ACRES @ @
1.5 ACRES 1.25 ACRES
’ T O T )
1 1
NO ? O ? 1 1 @
1]
1 1
50— & @ @ 175ACRES | |1  1.75ACRES
25ACRES | 25ACRES _———l J Loeo,
r—- o— > o
| N )
! Wk ll
@ @ 20 20
| N i S 5 RW

PUBLIC ROAD




16 NEITHER AN ACCESS EASEMENT NOR A DRIVEWAY PORTION OF A FLAG LOT SHALL EXCEED 1500 FEET IN
TOTAL LENGTH, EXCEPT ON THE BASIS THAT THE ACCESSED PARCEL SHALL NOT BE FURTHER SUBDIVIDED.
(STAFF,IN ITS DISCRETION, MAY REFER SUCH PLATS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR APPROVAL.)
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