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 JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES 
 MARCH 13, 2007 
 
The Justice Committee met on Tuesday, March 13, 2007 in the Committee Room, located on the 
second floor of the Administration Building beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Mr. Davis, Committee 
Chairman presided. 

 
Members Attending:  

William B. Banning, Sr., Chairman James E. Kinard, Jr., V Chairman 
George H. Smokey Davis    Bobby C. Keisler   

  
William C. Billy Derrick 

 
Also attending: Katherine Hubbard, County Administrator; Larry Porth, Finance Director/Deputy 
County Administrator; other staff members, citizens of the county and representatives of the media. 
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was sent to radio and TV 
stations, newspapers, and posted on the bulletin board located in the lobby of the County 
Administration Building. 

 
Highway Safety DUI Enforcement – Sheriff’s Department – Sheriff Metts - Colonel Allan 
Paavel, on behalf of Sheriff James Metts, requested authorization to apply for the Highway 
Safety DUI Enforcement grant through the Department of Public Safety for the Sheriff’s 
Department.  He stated that the grant is for the amount of $997,360, with a 90/10% local match 
for the first year, a 75/25% for the second year, and a 50/50% for the third year.  The local match 
is $99,736.  The grant must be applied for annually.   
 
Colonel Paavel reported that the grant will be used to create a Driving Under the Influence 
Traffic Enforcement Unit in Lexington County.  The ultimate goal is to combine resources to 
effect a positive change in the collision, injury and arrest rate of traffic and DUI violations.  The 
unit will consist of nine officers and nine fully equipped vehicles as well as operation and capital 
expenses needed for the creation of the unit.  This will afford the citizens of Lexington County 
and the surrounding areas the effective discovery, documentation, and judicial prosecution.  
Colonel Paavel stated that the local matches for the first, second and third years will be allocated 
through the Sheriff’s Departmental budget. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. Kinard to recommend to full Council to 
approve the Sheriff’s request to move forward with the Highway Safety DUI Enforcement grant 
application and the local matches for the first, second and third years will be allocated through 
the Sheriff’s Departmental budget. 
 
The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Palmetto Pride Enforcement Grant (Goal 3) – Sheriff’s Department - Sheriff Metts - Colonel 
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Paavel, on behalf of Sheriff Metts, requested approval to apply for the Palmetto Pride Litter 
Enforcement Grant in the amount of $5,000.  The grant is 100% funded by the Palmetto Pride 
Program of South Carolina and is a no match grant.  The grant will enable the Department to 
purchase equipment to visually support and to strengthen court cases for prosecution purposes. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Kinard, seconded by Mr. Davis to recommend to full Council to approve 
the Sheriff’s request to move forward with the Palmetto Pride Litter Enforcement Grant. 
 
The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Update – False Alarm Statistics (Goal 1) – Sheriff’s Department – Chief Bruce Rucker, 
Assistant Sheriff and Director of Homeland Security and Lt. David Dannels – Chief Rucker 
reported on the false alarm statistics.  In May 2006, Council passed the Lexington County False 
Alarm Ordinance.  The statistics show that during the 2006 calendar year there were 249 fewer fire 
alarms and 1,855 fewer law enforcement alarms than during the 2005 calendar year.  They 
experienced the fewest false alarm calls recorded this year at 401 alarms for February 2007, 523 
false alarm calls for February 2006, and 682 calls in February 2005.  The County has seen a savings 
of at least $105,000 in personnel salaries, fuel cost, and equipment.  For information only.  No 
action. 
 
Case Managers Update (Goal 2) – Solicitor’s Office - Ann Hubbard, Director of the Diversion 
Program – Ms. Hubbard gave a power point presentation on the Solicitor’s office case manager 
positions that were approved by Council in 2004 for the Case Management System.  Statistics were 
compared with Greenville, Charleston and Richland counties as well as disposition of cases 
compared statewide.  The numbers reflected a 40% increase in the number of cases disposed from 
2003/04 to 2004/05 and a 52% increase in the number of cases disposed of from 2003/04 to 2005/06. 
 Ms. Hubbard will provide an additional report with more detailed numbers to the Committee.  For 
information only.  No action taken. 
 
Approval of Minutes - Meetings of December 12, 2006 and January 9, 2007 - A motion was 
made by Mr. Kinard, seconded by Mr. Davis to approve the December 12, 2006 and January 9, 2007 
minutes as submitted. 
 
The vote in favor was unanimous. 
 
Old Business/New Business - None. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Judy R. Busbee William B. Banning, Sr. 
Assistant to Clerk Chairman 
 
Diana W. Burnett  
Clerk  


