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M I N U T E S 
LEXINGTON COUNTY COUNCIL 

April 8, 2014 
      
 
Lexington County Council held its regular scheduled meeting on Tuesday, April 8, 2014 in 
Council Chambers beginning at 4:30 p.m.  Chairman Jeffcoat presided.  
 
Animal Services Coordinator, Billy Derrenbacher, provided the invocation.  Master Deputy 
Reginald Smiley led the Pledge of Allegiance.    
 
Members Attending: Johnny W. Jeffcoat   James E. Kinard, Jr. 
     Frank J. Townsend, III M. Kent Collins 
    Debra B. Summers  Bobby C. Keisler 
     Kenneth Brad Matthews  William B. Banning, Sr. 
    M. Todd Cullum 
 
Also attending: Joe Mergo, III, County Administrator; Chris Folsom, Deputy County 
Administrator; Randy Poston, Chief Financial Officer; Jeff Anderson, County Attorney; other 
staff members, citizens of the county and representatives of the media. 
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was sent to radio and 
television stations, newspapers, posted on the County of Lexington website and bulletin board 
located in the lobby of the Lexington County Administration Building. 
 
Note: The following Council meeting proceedings can be viewed in its entirety on the Lexington 
County Video Portal at www.lex-co.sc.gov. 
 
Chairman’s Report - Chairman Jeffcoat reminded Council and staff that tomorrow night is 
Lexington County Legislative Night for the South Carolina Legislature at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention Center from 6 - 8 p.m. and asked Council to be there to greet guests as 
they arrive.  Chairman Jeffcoat reported on the following events he attended over the past two 
weeks: met with Miriam Atria of Lake Murray Tourism Board; attended the Central Midlands 
Council of Governments meeting; South Carolina Central Alliance Executive Board meeting; 
Penny for Progress Meeting at Saluda Shoals; Midlands Reality Check Meeting; Seven Oaks 
Recreation Park Baseball Complex Ribbon Cutting with Mr. Matthews; and the Employee 
Service Awards Banquet recognizing 115 employees.  Mr. Jeffcoat reported Mr. Banning’s 
mother (Ruby Bell Banning) passed away last week and Mr. Banning also had surgery this week.  
In addition, Chairman Jeffcoat attended Mrs. Banning’s funeral along with several other County 
officials and staff members. 
 
Council Members’ Reports/Comments - Mr. Collins reported he attended the Mid Carolina 
Electric Cooperatives’ annual meeting along with 3,000 other members; Mr. Banning thanked 
everyone for their thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.   
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Presentation or Resolution - April 2014 Fair Housing Month Resolution Presented to Larry 
Knightner, Director HUD Field Office by Chairman Jeffcoat - Chairman Jeffcoat presented a 
resolution to Mr. Larry Knightner, Director of HUD Field Office, proclaiming April 2014 Fair 
Housing Month.   

 
Administrator’s Report - Presentation - Community Development Fair Housing Month 
Activities (Goal 1) - Community Development - Stephany Snowden, Community 
Development Grant Division Manager - Ms. Snowden reported not only was this Fair 
Housing’s 46th anniversary it was also the 40th anniversary of Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG).  She introduced Ms. Petra Cruz, CDBG Administrator, who presented a Fair 
Housing video, statistics, list of CDBG projects and a list of activities for the month.  Ms. 
Snowden also reported Community Development was having a youth reading sponsored by the 
County, County Council and Administrator for the book entitled “One” with the message of 
being tolerate on April 26 and May 3.  She thanked Ms. Dee Bedenbaugh, Library Director, and 
Library staff for their assistance. 
 
Employee’s Annual Awards Banquet - Mr. Mergo reported the Employee Awards Banquet 
this past Friday night was the largest to date with over 600 attending.  There were 115 award 
recipients.  Of those there were 65 ten-year awards, 37 twenty-year awards, 10 thirty-year 
awards, and 3 forty-year awards.  The 2013 Employee of the Year was Ms. Debra Senecal from 
EMS. 
 
Mr. Mergo reported he attended the Economic Development Ambassador Award ceremony 
award for Bill and Lou Kennedy at the Governor’s Mansion with Chairman Jeffcoat and Chuck 
Whipple.  Also he announced that April is Green is Clean Month (see County’s Solid Waste 
Management website for activities).  On a sadder note, Mr. Mergo announced that Community 
Development employee Ms. Terry Amick’s father’s funeral was this afternoon. 
 
Resolution - 2014 Telecommunicators' Week (Goal 1) - A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, 
seconded by Mr. Kinard to approve the resolution. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum 
   Mr. Kinard  Mr. Townsend   
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
    
Appointments - Lexington County Health Services Board - Mr. Robert E. Maddox, Jr. - A 
motion was made by Mr. Kinard, seconded by Mr. Cullum to appoint Mr. Robert E. Maddox, Jr.  
Mr. Maddox replaces Ms. Heather Jackson. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
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Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Cullum  Mr. Townsend   
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
  
Bids/Purchases/RFPS - Mr. Kinard made a motion, seconded by Mr. Keisler to approve the 
following bids/purchases/RFPs (Tabs G-K). 
 
HeartStart MRX ALS Monitors - Public Safety - EMS - Competitive bids were solicited and 
advertised for three (3) HeartStart MRX ALS Monitors and accessories for Public Safety/EMS.  
Two (2) responsive bids were received.  Staff recommended the award to Southeastern 
Emergency Equipment for a total amount of $70,901.13 including tax. 
 
Three (3) Replacement Automated Stretchers (Sole Source) - Public Safety/EMS - This is a 
sole source provider for three (3) replacement automated stretchers.  Staff recommended the 
purchase from Stryker Sales as the only vendor capable of providing this product within South 
Carolina.  Total amount including tax is $46,659.21. 
 
Bunker and Structural Gear (Term Contract) - Public Safety/Fire Service - Competitive 
bids were solicited and advertised for a term contract for bunker and structural gear for Public 
Safety/Fire Service.  Three (3) bids were received.  Staff recommended the award to Safe 
Industries for an estimated amount of $135,140.73 including tax. 
 
Wheeled Hydraulic Excavator with Bucket and Mulching Head - Public Works - 
Competitive bids were solicited and advertised for a wheeled hydraulic excavator with bucket 
and mulching heads for Public Works.  Three (3) responsive bids and one (1) non-responsive bid 
were received.  Staff recommended the award for purchase of the equipment, accessories, and 
warranty to ASC Construction Equipment USA, Inc.  Total amount including tax is $305,588.79. 
 
Transfer Station Trash Chute Repair at the Edmund Landfill - Solid Waste Management - 
Competitive bids were solicited and advertised for the repair of the Edmund Landfill Transfer 
Station trash chute.  Two (2) responsive bids were received.  Staff recommended the award to 
Core Construction Company Inc. for a total amount of $38,810. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Townsend   
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Matthews  Mr. Banning   
   Mr. Cullum 
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Ordinance(s) - Ordinance 14-01-Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of an 
Infrastructure Credit Agreement by and Among Lexington County, South Carolina, 
McQueen Holdings, LLC and the Marwin Company, Inc., and Other Matters Related 
Thereto - 3rd & Final Reading - A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, seconded by Ms. 
Summers to approve 3rd and final reading of Ordinance 14-01. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum 
   Ms. Summers  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Townsend  Mr. Collins   
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
 
Ordinance 14-02 - An Ordinance Adopting a Supplemental Appropriation to Not Exceed 
Five Million, Nine Hundred Thousand ($5,900,000.00) Dollars - 3rd & Final Reading - A 
motion was made by Mr. Kinard, seconded by Mr. Cullum to approve 3rd and final reading of 
Ordinance 14-02. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Cullum  Mr. Townsend   
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
 
Ordinance 14-03 - An Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 95-12 as Amended by 
Subsequent Ordinances Relating to the Joint County Industrial Park of Lexington and 
Calhoun Counties so as to Enlarge the Park (McQueen Holdings, LLC and the Marwin 
Company, Inc.) - 3rd & Final Reading - A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, seconded by Ms. 
Summers to approve 3rd and final reading of Ordinance 14-03. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum 
   Ms. Summers  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Townsend  Mr. Collins   
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
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   Mr. Banning   
 
Committee Reports 
Planning & Administration, D. Summers, Chairman - Library Services and Technology 
Act (LSTA) Grant Application - Ms. Summers reported the Planning & Administration 
Committee convened on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 to review the Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) Grant application.  Following is the Committee Report: 
 
Ms. Bedenbaugh, Library Services Director, presented a request to apply for the Library Services 
and Technology Act (LSTA) Tuition Reimbursement Grant available through the South Carolina 
State Library.  The total grant application amount is for $1,823 and requires a 34 percent in-kind 
match of $939.  The employee will be responsible for the in-kind match as well as any out-of-
pocket expenses. If approved, Library employee Ms. Amanda Brown would be reimbursed for 
66 percent of her overall semester course. 
 
The Planning & Administration Committee voted unanimously to recommend full Council 
approve staff’s request to apply for the grant. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Summers, seconded by Mr. Townsend to approve staff’s request to 
submit the grant application.  
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Townsend  Mr. Kinard   
   Mr. Collins  Mr. Keisler 
   Mr. Matthews  Mr. Banning   
   Mr. Cullum 
 
Public Works & Solid Waste Management, T. Cullum, Chairman - DHEC's Solid Waste 
Reduction & Recycling Grant Application - Mr. Cullum reported the Public Works/Solid 
Waste Management Committee convened on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 to review the South 
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control’s Solid Waste Reduction & 
Recycling Grant application. Following is the Committee Report: 
 
Mr. Dave Eger, Solid Waste Management Director, presented a request to apply for DHEC’s 
Solid Waste Reduction & Recycling Grant.  The total grant amount is for $10,000 with no 
County match required.  If approved, the funds will be used to purchase six gallon indoor 
recycling bins for use by County residents utilizing the 11 Collections and Recycling Centers. 
 
The Public Works/Solid Waste Committee voted unanimously in favor to recommend full 
Council approve staff’s request to apply for the grant. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, seconded by Mr. Kinard to approve staff’s request to submit 
the grant application. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum 
   Mr. Kinard  Mr. Townsend   
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler   Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
 
DHEC's Solid Waste Tire Grant Application - Mr. Cullum reported the Public Works/Solid 
Waste Management Committee convened on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 to review the South 
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control’s Solid Waste Tire Grant application. 
Following is the Committee Report: 
 
Mr. Dave Eger, Solid Waste Management Director, presented a request to apply for DHEC’s 
Solid Waste Tire Grant.  The grant amount is for $3,750 with no County match required.  If 
approved, the funds will be used to promote proper tire disposal, recycling, and staff 
development. 
 
The Public Works/Solid Waste Committee voted unanimously in favor to recommend full 
Council approve staff’s request to apply for the grant. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, seconded by Mr. Townsend to approve staff’s request to 
apply for the grant. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum 
   Mr. Townsend  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
 
DHEC's Solid Waste Used Oil Grant Application - Mr. Cullum reported the Public 
Works/Solid Waste Management Committee convened on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 to review 
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control’s Solid Waste Used Oil 
Grant application. Following is the Committee Report: 
 
Mr. Dave Eger, Solid Waste Management Director, presented a request to apply for DHEC’s 
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Solid Waste Used Oil Grant.  The grant amount is for $16,850 with no County match required.  
If approved, the funds will be used for spill containment platforms, operational supplies such as 
oil bottle bags and oil dri, maintenance on oil collections equipment, educational supplies, and 
staff development. 
 
The Public Works/Solid Waste Committee voted unanimously in favor to recommend full 
Council approve staff’s request to apply for the grant. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, seconded by Mr. Kinard to approve staff’s request to apply 
for the grant. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum 
   Mr. Kinard  Mr. Townsend   
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler   Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
 
Chairman Jeffcoat adjourned the Council meeting and opened the County Transportation 
Committee.  
 
County Transportation, J. Jeffcoat, Chairman - Ruth Vista Road Paving Recommendation 
- The Public Works/Solid Waste Management Committee convened on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 
to review staff recommendations for paving Ruth Vista Road. Following is the Committee 
Report: 
 
Mr. Wrenn Barrett, Public Works’ Director, presented four alternative options for paving Ruth 
Vista Road ranked number 11 on the C-Fund Paving list.  He reported public hearings were held 
on December 5, 2013 and February 6, 2014 with the property owners, however, staff was unable 
to obtain 100 percent consensus to pave Ruth Vista Road. The following options were 
recommended:  
 

Option #1) Remove Ruth Vista Road from the petition list due to the absence of 100% 
consensus to give necessary right-of-way. 
 
Option #2) Partially pave Ruth Vista Road from Sherwood Drive approximately 2,530 LF to 
the initial properties where right-of-way cannot be obtained. 

• This option would address 27 properties or 82% of the property owners that wish to give 
right-of-way and have the road paved. 
• This option would improve 32% of the existing dirt portion of Ruth Vista Road. 
• The maintenance and safety deficiencies at the intersection with Sherwood Drive would be 
corrected. 
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Option #3) Pave Ruth Vista Road as described in Option 2. Retain the existing surface of Ruth 
Vista Road from the end of Option 2 for approximately 860 LF. Begin paving Ruth Vista Road 
again for approximately 1,690 LF to the remaining properties where right-of-way cannot be 
obtained. 

• The total improved length of Ruth Vista Road would be 4,220 LF or 53% of the existing 
dirt portion. 
• A potential re-alignment of this added section would improve a dangerous curve and move 
the road away from a residence that is currently 25 LF from the existing centerline of the 
roadway. 
• The end of pavement would be 765 LF short of the intersection with Pepper Road (logical 
termini). 

 
Option #4) Pave Ruth Vista Road from Sherwood Drive approximately 5,080 LF to a terminus 
765 LF short of the intersection with Pepper Road where the majority of the easements cannot 
be obtained. 

• This length includes the sections described in Option 3 but requires paving in the 
prescriptive easement through the initial properties where right-of-way cannot be obtained, 
thus eliminating the skip-pave portion. 
• This option would improve 64% of the existing dirt portion of Ruth Vista Road and would 
address 100% of the property owners that wish to give right-of-way and have the road paved.   

 
The Public Works/Solid Waste Committee voted unanimously in favor to recommend to the 
County Transportation Committee (CTC) to approve staff’s recommendations as outlined under 
option number four. 
 
Mr. Wrenn Barrett, Public Works Director, reported the original project was to pave the entire 
section of Ruth Vista Road from Sherwood Drive to approximately 1,000 feet past Green Acres 
Circle.  There have been two public hearings held, December 5, 2013 and February 6, 2014, with 
property owners and found opposition at the far end of the road past Pepper Road and past Green 
Acres Circle.  Mr. Barrett said based on the public hearings and letters received, staff proposes 
instead of paving the 1.5 mile of Ruth Vista Road it would be shortened to .96 miles.  He said the 
proposed width is a typical section of 10-foot lanes with 2-feet gutter sections for a total of 24-
feet of pavement.  So this section would be paved inside an existing dirt road section that the 
County is currently maintaining.  Mr. Barrett reported there are 37 property owners along this 
section that represents concurrence from 33 of the landowners or 89 percent of the landowners.  
Staff feels that this is a compromise in terms of getting the road paved, which is ranked number 
11 on the C-Fund List and is Public Works’ recommendation. 
 
Mr. Banning asked for the estimated cost of the project. 
 
Mr. Barrett replied the cost, based on staff recommendation, is approximately $600,000. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Cullum, seconded by Mr. Keisler to accept staff’s recommendations. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion. 
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Mr. Cullum commented Council has taken a direct approach and viewpoint on road paving in 
this County since Mr. Barrett has come on board.  He said we have changed some of our criteria 
and looked at using more common sense on getting roads paved and providing services to our 
County residents.  He said he wanted to applaud Mr. Barrett and staff for what they have done 
over the past few months because he does not have that many dirt roads in his area, but the few 
he does have, he fully understands what the other Councils members do have.  He said it is just 
another measured approach, it is a reasonable approach, common sense and giving the people 
who actually own the property, own the road, an opportunity to get some sort of ability to have 
an improvement on their roadway, if not, everybody wants to concur to that affect.  Mr. Cullum 
said we have four options before us on this very plan and in years past, in his time on Council ten 
plus years, option one would have been what Council would have done in those ten past years 
which would have been our position if we did not have 100 percent consensus to give the County 
the necessary right-of-way.  He said those on Ruth Vista Road would not be having a paved road 
or improved road in the section for those willing to provide right-of-way.  Mr. Cullum said this 
was for the public and staff knows that.  This Council is really trying to take all measures 
possible to provide better road services in our county.  Some we cannot correct simply because 
we do not own the roadway and have to depend on state and federal funding.  But the ones we do 
have the ability to, we are going to make all the efforts to make sure we do road paving in this 
County. 
 
Mr. Kinard said speaking as a Councilmember who does have a lot of dirt roads in this County, 
as well as Mr. Townsend, we do welcome the change in philosophy as different ways of looking 
at trying to tackle the problem.  He said it may not work in all situations but certainly we would 
like to try to explore whatever possibilities.  Mr. Kinard said 136 years to pave dirt roads in this 
county is just not acceptable so we need to do something different.  He appreciates the thought 
process. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:   Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Cullum  
   Ms. Keisler  Mr. Kinard  
   Mr. Townsend  Mr. Collins   
   Ms. Summers  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning   
 
Chairman Jeffcoat adjourned the CTC and reconvened the Council meeting.   
  
Budget Amendment Resolutions - The following BARs were distributed and signed:    
 
14-113 - Supplemental Appropriation (Existing Funds) increase of $6,839.  Cost to replace an 
automated stretcher that was damaged by a Richland County EMS Unit. 
  
14-114 - Supplemental Appropriation (Existing Funds) increase of $5,910.  Reimbursement for 
costs related to the April 8th Special Election that was held for the Town of Lexington. 
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14-115 - Supplemental Appropriation (Existing Funds) increase of $7,500.  Public Works pulled 
the Contractor’s Performance Bond in the amount of $7,500 to complete work that is needed in 
the Buena Vista Subdivision and allow Public Works to complete the needed work. 
 
14-116 - Supplemental Appropriation (Existing Funds) increase of $25.  Fire Service received a 
donation from the National Volunteer Fire Council on behalf of the Hometown Sears Store. This 
money will be used to purchase Fire Prevention Supplies for the citizens of Lexington County. 
 
14-117 - Supplemental Appropriation (New Funds) increase of $5,900,000.  This transaction is 
to appropriate funds to build a Speculative Building per the agreement between Lexington 
County and Bristly Acres, LLC. 
 
Old Business/New Business - None. 
 
Executive Session/Legal Briefing - Chairman Jeffcoat reported earlier during the Committee of 
the Whole, Council went into Executive Session to discuss two contractual matters. As a result, 
there were no motions to be considered. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Diana W. Burnett     Johnny W. Jeffcoat   
Clerk       Chairman 
 
DWB/jrb 
 


