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   M I N U T E S 
LEXINGTON COUNTY COUNCIL 

July 30, 2014 
 
Lexington County Council held a Special Called Meeting on Wednesday, July 30, 2014 in 
Council Chambers beginning at 5:45 p.m.  Chairman Jeffcoat presided. The purpose of the 
meeting was to conduct a public hearing on Ordinance 14-09 and finalize third and final reading 
on Ordinances 14-09 and 14-04 in order to submit to Registration and Elections by August 15 for 
the November 4, 2014 General Elections.   
 
Councilman Kinard provided the invocation.  Councilwoman Summers led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.    
 
Members Attending: Johnny W. Jeffcoat   James E. Kinard, Jr. 
     M. Kent Collins  Debra B. Summers  
    Bobby C. Keisler   Kenneth Brad Matthews  
    William B. Banning, Sr. 
     
Not Present:  Frank J. Townsend, III* M. Todd Cullum** 
 
*Mr. Townsend was not present due to his work schedule. 
**Mr. Cullum had a previous family engagement out of town. 
    
Also attending: Joe Mergo, III, County Administrator; Chris Folsom, Deputy County 
Administrator; Jeff Anderson, County Attorney; other staff members, citizens of the county and 
representatives of the media. 
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was sent to radio and 
TV stations, newspapers, posted on the County’s website, and posted on the bulletin board 
located in the lobby of the County Administration Building. 
 
Note:  The following Council meeting proceedings can be viewed in its entirety on the Lexington 
County Video Portal at www.lex-co.sc.gov. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat reminded everyone that the Council meeting is live on Time Warner, Channel 
1302.  
 
Presentation of Resolution - Presentation of the Next Steps Ministry to Reverend Scooter 
Scott and Volunteers by Councilwoman Summers - Councilwoman Summers presented a 
framed resolution to Reverend Scott and Next Steps Ministry volunteers for their contributions 
and service to the Belle Meade Estates Community. The volunteers provided home repairs such 
as repairing roofs, building wheelchair ramps, and other hands-on work such as flooring, siding 
and dry walling for the residents. 
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Zoning Amendment - Zoning Map Amendment M14-04 - 1st Reading - Mr. Keisler made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Kinard to approve first reading. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:  Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Keisler 
   Mr. Kinard  Mr. Collins 
   Ms. Summers  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning 
 
Recess - Chairman Jeffcoat recessed the meeting until 5:55 p.m. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat reconvened the County Council meeting. 
 
6:00 P.M. - Public Hearing - Ordinance 14-09 - An Ordinance Clarifying and Amending 
that Ordinance entitled “Ordinance No. 14-05, An Ordinance Enacted Pursuant to the 
Capital Project Sales Tax Act, Title 4, Chapter 10, Article 3 of the Code of Laws of South 
Carolina, 1976, as Amended, Providing for the Imposition of a One Percent Sales and Use 
Tax and the Authorization of General Obligation Bonds Upon Referendum Approval, the 
Form of the Ballot to be Used in Connection Therewith, and Other Matters Relating 
Thereto,” Enacted June 25, 2014  -  Prior to opening the public hearing, Chairman Jeffcoat said 
the reason for the new ordinance (Ordinance 14-09) is to change one word in the previous 
approved ordinance, Ordinance 14-05.  The one word being changed is from “unlimited” to 
“sufficient.”  Because of this, the new ordinance, Ordinance 14-09, requires three readings and a 
public hearing.    
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the public hearing.   
 
Chairman Jeffcoat announced no one signed up in favor or in opposition; therefore closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Ordinance(s) - Ordinance 14-04 - An Ordinance Calling for a Referendum and Ballot 
Question In Regard to Beer and Wine Sales at Off-Premises Locations Without Regard to 
Days or Hours or Sales - 3rd and Final Reading - Mr. Keisler made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Collins to approve third and final reading. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion. 
 
Mr. Kinard reiterated his reason for voting no.  He said he has a problem with the ordinance, 
does not see anything good to come of it, sends the wrong message to our younger generation 
and thinks we are putting our priorities on money versus respect.  
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Mr. Collins said he thinks it is actually more like a matter of equality because you have certain 
municipalities where they can sell beer and wine on Sundays, packaged out the store, as well as 
the state law that allows restaurants and certain bars to sell alcohol and actually the hard liquor, 
beer and wine on Sundays. He said the Town of Lexington in 2011 voted to allow the Sunday 
sales of beer and wine, and in doing so, they voted almost 3-1. And as a result, will vote yes.  
However, he said we are only allowing one thing here today, which is allowing the voters of 
Lexington County to decide and that’s the reason he will support this particular ordinance. 
 
Ms. Summers said as an elected official she takes very seriously her responsibility to the citizens 
she represents.  She said having been on council for ten years this particular subject has come up 
several times but, for whatever reason, no action was taken. She said for the past year, two or 
even possibly three, we have received calls and comments and requests about this subject.  She 
said it is incumbent on us, as elected officials, to provide all the citizens the opportunity for a 
voice and said Council does not come before the people often to ask for a vote on anything but 
feels there are some things that it’s only right to give the citizens an opportunity to vote and 
that’s what we are doing.  And for that reason, will be voting yes. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for further discussion; none occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:  Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Keisler 
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Matthews 
 
Opposed: Mr. Kinard  Mr. Banning 
 
Ordinance 14-09 - An Ordinance Clarifying and Amending that Ordinance entitled 
“Ordinance No. 14-05, An Ordinance Enacted Pursuant to the Capital Project Sales Tax 
Act, Title 4, Chapter 10, Article 3 of the code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as 
Amended, Providing for the Imposition of a One Percent Sales and Use Tax and the 
Authorization of General Obligation Bonds Upon Referendum Approval, the Form of the 
Ballot to be Used in Connection Therewith, and Other Matters Relating Thereto,” Enacted 
June 25, 2014 - Third and Final Reading - Mr. Kinard made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Banning to approve third and final reading. 
 
Mr. Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion; no discussion occurred. 
 
Mr. Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:  Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Banning  Mr. Collins 
   Ms. Summers  Mr. Keisler 
   Mr. Matthews 
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Old Business/New Business - USC Incubator ($25,000) and Good to Great ($25,000) - Mr. 
Banning made a motion, seconded by Ms. Summers for discussion to approve $25,000 each for 
USC Incubator and Good to Great. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat opened the floor for discussion. 
 
Ms. Summers asked where the funds would come from. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat replied funding would come from a fund we have for health that has a surplus. 
 
Ms. Summers said both of these are regional economic development entities who have more than 
proven themselves and assisting us with bringing new industry and improving the current 
businesses we already have. 
 
Mr. Matthews asked if these were not previously voted down during the budget discussions. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat replied one we were trying to cut; the other one was not discussed. 
 
Mr. Matthews asked were both not presented during discussion? 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat, replied, no, Good to Great did not. He said USC Incubator has been working 
very hard for Lexington County and has brought in four different companies that are located here 
and feels it is important to support those who are out there working hard for us. Chairman 
Jeffcoat said he has asked Dr. Pastides to come to Council and give an update on some of the 
good things they are doing for Lexington County.   
 
Mr. Kinard asked if there is not an urgency to take action right now, could we not wait to hear 
from Dr. Pastides first and get an informed decision since one of them did not make a 
presentation during the budget proceedings. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat replied USC Incubator did make a presentation but Good to Great has been 
here but did not turn in a request until later. 
 
Ms. Summers said it is possible that Good to Great may not have made a presentation to us 
because they are not required to do it for some of the other governmental agencies around us, as 
it is in their budget on a regular basis to support them, and thinks that may have been the 
confusion for them.  
 
Mr. Banning also added that Ike McLeese passed away during the funding process and the 
organization is being retooled and thinks we need to continue to support them.   
 
Mr. Kinard asked if we supported both of these the past two years. 
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Chairman Jeffcoat replied, yes.   
 
Mr. Mergo said he knows we supported them both last year at the same levels that are being 
proposed, but did not know for the year before as he did not have the information with him.   
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for further discussion; none occurred. 
 
Chairman Jeffcoat called for the vote. 
 
In Favor:  Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Banning 
   Ms. Summers  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Collins 
 
Opposed: Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
 
Executive Session - Ms. Summers made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kinard to go into Executive 
Session to receive a legal briefing. 
 
In Favor:  Mr. Jeffcoat  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Kinard  Mr. Collins 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning 
 
Matters Requiring a Vote as a Result of Executive Session - Mr. Jeffcoat reported out of 
Executive Session with no votes to be considered. 
 
Adjournment - Mr. Kinard made a motion, seconded by Mr. Collins to adjourn. 
 
In Favor:  Mr. Jeffcoat  Mr. Kinard 
   Mr. Collins  Ms. Summers 
   Mr. Keisler  Mr. Matthews 
   Mr. Banning 
       
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Diana W. Burnett     Johnny W. Jeffcoat   
Clerk       Chairman 


