Emergency

As the result of a piece of
legislation known as The

Emergency Services Act of.

South Carolina, a new
dimension in emergency
medical services recently was
introduced into Lexington
County.

Lexington County
Ambulance Scrvice has eight
advanced emergency medical
technicians who are
authorized to render life
saving emergency treatment
to the citizeus of the county.

In  Juue these EMT’s
complete . a training program
which quelified them to
administe’ intravenous fluids,
perfo'.n endotracheal
intubr .on, insert tubes, and,
with the wuse of cardiac
‘mecaitor;, take EKG readings
and i erpret EKG’s. EMT’s
also an administer slected
drugs under the supervision
of a' aysician.

Whaat this all means is,
wh'n EMT’s get an
eme rgency call an arrive at
their -destination they are
cipable

¢ 2nied them,

Lexington County is one
Jf three cour.ie: that has
per onnel who com leted the
Ac ianced Em rgenc, Medical
Tt chnician surs:.  This
[rogram is spon- ored by the
SC Hospital Assc ‘ation. The

course began in larch and
consisted of 2 hours of
instruction. The . ining was

divided into classi om, lab
and eclinical i truction. A
wide range of medical
coverage we included in the
training an
EMT’s, with int ‘ht into the

problems  en. untered in
emergency s oations and
how to copr w' | them. 5

John Dy ggo s, director of
Lexitngtor County

Ambulzne: Sen ces, said this
trainin = aiready is paying off
in ma y ways. “In addition
to s ving lives,” accident
vie! ms are assured of prompt
car by certified individuals;
in the past this was not the
case,” he said.

Another advantage of this

‘training is that as the
ambulance is enroute to the
hospital EMT’s are in

constant radio ' communica
tion, describing the case !
the emergency facilily
enabling the ER personnel to
make the necessary

of rendering-
li esaving services jreviously

"hospital

r-ovided the

preparation for receiving and
treating the victim.

Driggers pointed out the
ave rage response time for an
ambulance is nine minutes.
This is from the time they
receive the call from the dis-
patcher. Currently four
ambulances are on 24 hours
duty at the Airport, Irmo
Fire Department, in Swansea
and Batesburg.

Mrs. Elizabeth Henry of
Lexington County Hospital’s
emergency staff lauded the
professional manner in which
the EMT’s have applied
themselves to this training.
“Hospital and doctors are in
agreement this treatment by
EMT’s has a place in the
medical service and care, and
cite it as a plus for the
citizens of Lexington
County,” she said.

Once the patient arrives in
the emergency room of the
Lexington County Haospital,
professional medical
personnel take charge. The
physicians, nurses and
professional technicians,
together with all of the
resources are
extended to the victims.

Individuals certified by the
State Board of Health as
advanced medical technicians
are James Green, Jon
Coleman, Phil Carey, Don
Simmons, Niels Hansen, Hugh
Brannon, Mike Catoe and
John Andrews.
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