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For a list of events in  See page 17 - Happenings Around 
Lexington County for  Lexington County 
September & October   
 

Weekly on Tuesdays in Lexington County Veterans Group  
September  Meeting from 10am to 12 noon 
 

Thursday, September 1st Gaston Outreach 
  

Friday, September 2nd  Chapin Outreach 
 

Monday, September 5th Labor Day 
  County offices closed/No DAV van 
 

Friday, September 9th VAMC Mental Health Summit  
  See flyer on page 23 
 

Saturday, September 10th  Dang-it Doll Workshop 
  More information on page 16 
 

Sunday, September 11th  Patriots Day 
 

Thursday, September 15th  Blue Star Mothers PTSD Seminar 
  See Flyer on page 18 
 

Friday, September 16th  Tunnel to Tower 5K Walk/Run 
  More information on page 10 
 

Thursday, September 22nd Autumn Begins 
 

Tuesday, September 27th  Military Career & Resource Fair  
  See flyer on page 21 
  County Council Meeting 
 

Weekly on Tuesdays in Lexington County Veterans Group  
October  Meeting from 10am to 12 noon 
 

Thursday, October 6th  Gaston Outreach 
 

Friday, October 7th Chapin Outreach 
 

Saturday, October 8th Dang-it Doll Workshop  
  More information on page 16 
 

Monday, October 10th  Columbus Day 
 

Tuesday, October 11th County Council Meeting 
 

Friday, October 14th  Lexington County Sr. Staff Retreat 
 

Sunday, October 16th  National Bosses Day 
 

Monday, October 24th  United Nations Day 
 

Tuesday, October 25th  County Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 25th SCACVAO Fall Conference  in  
through  Myrtle Beach 
Friday, October 28th 
 

Monday, October 31st Halloween 

 

At A Glance Calendar 
September/October 

Purple—Holidays/Special Days 
Blue—Outreach dates 
Red—County Offices Closed, No van 
scheduled and Special Notices 
Black—Director’s appearances in the 
County 

Brown—County Council Meetings 
Pink—Special Events throughout the 
County 
Orange—Director Out of  Office 
Green—Lexington County Veterans Group 
Meetings 

 

With the hot, sultry 

summer weather      

behind us we look to the              

fall season and think of apples, pumpkins and 

cooler weather. Our family always enjoys traveling to     

Hendersonville, NC to pick apples at local farms. 

This is a great family event and also teaches our  

children the work that goes into apple harvesting. 
 

Our office has grown with a new position approved 

by County Council in late June. We are grateful to 

them for the confidence they have in our office and 

this will enable us to help more Veterans and their 

survivors. Our new benefits counselor is Jennifer 

Parler, who was previously our Administrative      

Assistant. Our new Administrative Assistant is Dana 

Forrester and we are delighted to have them as 

members of our team. Please stop by the office or 

call Dana and welcome her to our department. 
 

Plans are moving along well for the renovation of our 

main building and our excitement has grown in    

looking over the plans for our new office complex. 

Construction is to begin in November after the     

general election and is expected to be completed 

sometime in June 2017. Our office will be located in 

the front of the building next to Voter Registration 

and we are very pleased with this. You will find a 

state of the art office with a big lobby and other    

appropriate office amenities. We look forward to this 

with great anticipation! 
 

The Lexington County Veterans Group meets in the 

auditorium of our building most Tuesday's from 10am 

to 12 noon and all honorably discharged Veterans 

are welcome to attend or to join the group. They are 

a great group and perform a lot of community        

volunteer work as well as participating in patriotic 

ceremonies and events. 
 

It is an honor to serve Lexington County! 

From the 
Director... 
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Veterans rated by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to be permanently and totally disabled 
(100% P&T) by reason of a service connected disability or disabilities may be eligible for some or all of the 
following entitlements.  The VA Regional Office (VARO) will provide a summary of benefits letter upon 
request. You will need to call the VARO at 1-800-827-1000 to obtain this letter prior to applying for these 
benefits and the letters will usually take five to seven working days. You can also request property tax               
exemption letters for your home and vehicle from our office. These are signed by the County VA Director 
with a copy of your current rating decision.  
 

Disabled Veterans Special License Plates 
Disabled Veteran Tag or “D” Tag:   
This plate is a free and permanent license plate and is available to individuals who submit proper               
certification from the Veterans Administration. Applicants must complete DMV Form MV-37 Application for 
Military License Plate and provide a letter or other documentation from the 
U.S., Regional or County Veterans Administration certifying that he or she is  a 
war time disabled Veteran who:  (1) is entitled to compensation for the loss of 
use of one or both legs or arms, or (2) as a permanent impairment of vision in 
both eyes to a degree as to constitute virtual blindness and is entitled to a    
special monthly statutory award by reason thereof, or (3) is a SC Veteran classified as totally and               
permanently disabled due to  service-connected disabilities as determined from the medical records on file 
with the VA. There is a limit of two plates per applicant; either two vehicle plates, two motorcycle  plates or 
one of each.  The applicant cannot have four plates. The surviving spouse of a certified disabled Veteran 
may obtain or retain the license plate until remarried. These plates allow for free parking at  municipal   
parking meters (SC Code of Laws 56-5-2585) but DOES NOT allow parking in designated handicapped 
(wheelchair) parking spaces. In order to be able to park in a designated handicapped parking space,       
qualified disabled Veterans must have a Disabled Veteran Handicapped plate displaying a wheelchair       
emblem. 
 

Disabled Veteran Handicapped Tag:   
To obtain this plate, applicants must ALSO be certified permanently handicapped by a licensed physician on 
DMV form RG-007A Disabled  License Plate and Placard Application and provide a prescription order from a 
licensed physician. There is a limit of two plates per applicant; either two vehicle plates, two motorcycle 
plates or one of each. The applicant cannot have four plates. The surviving 
spouse of a certified disabled Veteran may obtain or maintain this type of    
license plate until remarried if they are certified as disabled by a licensed     
physician. This plate allows free parking at municipal parking meters (SC Code 
of Laws 56-5-2585) AND ALSO allows parking in designated handicapped 
(wheelchair) parking spaces. 
 
 
     Continued on page 4 
 
 
 

 

100% Permanent & Total 
Benefits 
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100% Permanent & Total Benefits continued from page 3 
 

SC Hunting and Fishing Licenses 
A permanently and totally disabled Veteran may obtain a statewide fishing and hunting 
license at no cost. This license includes the privilege of hunting big game, hunting on    
wildlife management area lands, state migratory waterfowl and saltwater fishing. It must 
be issued by the Department of Natural Resources and is valid for three years.  To recertify, the disabled 
Veteran must furnish proof that he or she is currently receiving benefits.  
 

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
Vehicle Tax Exemption 
In accordance to SC Law 56-3-110, no more than two personal motor vehicles 
owned by a disabled Veteran for which special license tags  have been issued by the 
SC Department of Motor Vehicles shall be exempt from state, county, and municipal taxes. A “D” tag is not 
required for the vehicle(s) to be tax exempt. The un-remarried surviving spouse may keep a disabled        
Veteran tag on one vehicle and the vehicle will be exempt from taxes. The SC Department of Revenue will 
issue a Certificate of Exemption of Property for each vehicle.  
Home Tax Exemption 
In accordance to SC Law 12-37-220, a dwelling and the lot (up to five acres) on which it is situated is exempt 
from real property taxes by state, county or municipality. The un-remarried surviving spouse of the disabled 
Veteran receives this same tax exemption provided: (1) the house was jointly owned at the time of the   
Veteran’s death, (2) the surviving spouse remains unmarried, and (3) the surviving spouse acquires         
ownership of the property.  The effective date of the tax exemption is dependent upon the ownership of 
the property on December 31 of the year prior to the Veteran being rated as permanent and totally          
disabled. The SC Department of Revenue will issue a Certificate of Exemption of Property and will forward it 
to the Lexington County Auditor’s office. 
 

MILITARY ID CARD 
Unlimited exchange and commissary store privileges in the United States are available 
to a 100% service connected P&T disabled Veteran or 100% service connected Veterans 
who have a future exam, and spouses, surviving spouses and children 18 & under or 18-23 if still in school.  
 

WAIVER OF PREMIUM FOR VA LIFE INSURANCE 

Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance (S-DVI) is life insurance for Veterans who have    
received a service-connected disability rating by the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
The basic S-DVI program insures eligible Veterans for up to $10,000 of coverage.        
Veterans who have the basic S-DVI coverage and are totally disabled are eligible to have their premiums 
waived. If a premium waiver is granted, policyholders may apply for additional coverage of up to $30,000 
under the Supplemental S-DVI program. Premiums for Supplemental S-DVI coverage, however, cannot be 
waived. 
 

SURVIVORS AND DEPENDENTS EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM     
The Survivors and Dependents Educational Assistance Program provides education and 
training opportunities to eligible dependents of: (a) permanently and totally                 
service-connected disabled Veterans or (b) a Veteran who died from any cause while 
such service-connected disability was in existence. The program offers up to 45 months 
of education benefits. 
     Continued on page 5 
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100% Permanent & Total Benefits continued from page 4 
 

CHAMPVA FOR DEPENDENTS 
CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program for the Veterans Administration) is 
a healthcare benefits program for: (1) Dependents of Veterans who have been rated 
by the VA as having a total and permanent disability; (2) Survivors of Veterans who 
died from VA-rated service-connected conditions, or who at the  time of death, were 
rated permanently and totally disabled from a VA-rated service-connected             
condition; and (3) Survivors of persons who died in the line of duty, and not due to misconduct.  
 

Under CHAMPVA, the VA shares the cost of covered healthcare services and supplies with eligible          
beneficiaries.  The administration of CHAMPVA is centralized to the Health Administration Center in Denver, 
Colorado.  In general, CHAMPVA covers most healthcare services and supplies that are medically and       
psychologically necessary. Upon confirmation of eligibility, applicants will receive program material that 
specifically addresses covered and non covered services and supplies. 
 

Generally, applicants can expect to receive written notification from the Health Administrative Center 
within 45 days from the mailing of the application. To streamline the process, applicants are encouraged to 
complete the Application for CHAMPVA Benefits, VA form 10-10d in its entirety and to attach all required       
documents. As further explained on the application, required documents include a copy of each applicant's 
Medicare Card (if Medicare eligible) and a school certification for all applicant children between the ages of 
18 and 23. 
 

SC EDUCATION ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN OF WARTIME VETERANS  
A child of a wartime Veteran, upon application to and approval by the South Carolina Division of Veterans 
Affairs, may be admitted to any state supported college, university, or post high school technical education 
institution free of tuition so long as his work and conduct is satisfactory to the governing body of the        
institution provided:   

      the Veteran was a resident of this state at the time of entry into service and during service or has    
been a resident of this state for at least one year and still resides in this state, or 
      if the Veteran is deceased, resided in this state for one year before his death, and  
      provided the Veteran served honorably in a branch of the military service of the United States    
during a war period, and: 
 1.was killed in action; 
 2. died from other causes while in the service; 
 3. died of disease or disability resulting from service; 
 4. was a Prisoner of War as defined by Congress or Presidential                                                                                                 
 proclamation during such war period; 
 5. is permanently and totally disabled as determined by the VA 
 6. has been awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor; 
         7. has been awarded the Purple Heart Medal; 
                8. is missing in action; or 
 9. the applicant is the child of a deceased Veteran who qualifies under items 4 and 5. 
 

Eligibility - The child must be the child, step-child, or adopted child of a Veteran who meets the          
residency requirements, is twenty-six years of age or younger, and is pursuing any type of                    
undergraduate degree. 
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IMPORTANT DAV VAN INFORMATION IMPORTANT DAV VAN INFORMATION IMPORTANT DAV VAN INFORMATION    
 

 

 

The van runs on certain Mondays, Tuesdays,       

Wednesdays & Thursdays taking Veterans to             

appointments at DORN VAMC for their scheduled       

appointments between 9am and 1pm.   

 

 

 

If you need to schedule a ride on the DAV van,  

please call the office for dates and space availability 

at 803-785-8400.  

 

 

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR  

VOLUNTEER VAN DRIVERS!!! 
 

 

If you are 18 or older or know someone who may be   

interested in volunteering to drive the DAV van at least 

one day a month, please contact the office at           

803-785-8400.   

 

 

There is a 

new  

number to 

call for billing issues through the 

VAMC for any private health care 

that was fee based out.   

That number is 

1-877-881-7618  

9am to 5pm EST.   

 

There has been a delay in 
the start of construction for 

the parking garage at the 
Dorn VAMC in Columbia.  
The start of construction 

has been postponed until February 2017 
and construction should take  

10-12 months.  

HAPPY FALL 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMPZ3-b9zsgCFcG-gAodkmIF-A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdwallpapersos.com%2Fmark-calendar-clip-art-free.html&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGyBlDi-pqKVkmk64_oE7L
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL-Xzo7_zsgCFQ_xgAodfe0MCw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicalmasquers.org%2Fvolunteer%2F&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHxR2wuKkVOjx8RrrHWDsPbZLSfqA&ust=14453598013
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fexam-room-clipart.html&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFPaxDebroP2A86NqaOD5KGW65q2Q&ust=1471982769655738
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnguyenthao.site40.net%2Flien-he%25CC%25A3%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNE5GdIuheu0ngVb9hJLmwWoopC0Ww&ust=1471982878800041
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKuZ6W6tXOAhWE5CYKHWHICrMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Fillustration%2Fpostponed.html&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNF_UA7JnT479QXpduzvG3R5N5N
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OONN  TTHISHIS  DDAYAY  IINN  HHISTORYISTORY  
 

Did you know that the following events occurred during the months of September/October? 

   

 

 
September 1, 1939 - At 5.30 a.m., Hitler's armies invaded Poland starting World 
War II in Europe. 
 

September 4, 1609 - The island of Manhattan was discovered by navigator Henry 
Hudson. 
 

September 7, 1963 - The Professional Football Hall of Fame was dedicated in 
Canton, Ohio. 
 

 September 11, 2001 – The worse terrorists attack in US history occurred as four 
large passenger jets were hijacked and then crashed; killing nearly 3,000 people. 
 

September 16, 1620 - The Mayflower ship departed from England, bound for 
America with 102 passengers and a small crew. 
 

September 22, 1776 - During the American Revolution, Nathan Hale was       
executed without a trial after he was caught spying on British troops on Long  
Island, his last words, "I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country." 
 

September 23, 1991 - Armenia declared its independence from the Soviet Union. 
 

September 26, 1774 - American folk legend, Johnny Appleseed was born in 
Leominster, Massachusetts.  
  
September 30, 1955 - Actor James Dean was killed in a car crash in California at 
the age of 24.  
 

October 1, 1908 - Henry Ford's Model T, a "universal car" designed for the 
masses, went on sale for the first time.  
 

October 2, 1968 - California's Redwood National Park was established.  
 

October 9, 1940 - John Lennon, member of The Beatles, was born in Liverpool, 
England.  
 

October 13, 1775 - The United States Navy was born after the Second           
Continental Congress authorized the acquisition of a fleet of ships. 
 

October 16, 1701 - Yale University was founded in Killingworth, Connecticut (as 
the Collegiate School of Connecticut). 
 

October 20, 1818 - The U.S. and Britain agreed to set the U.S./Canadian border 
at the 49th parallel. 
 

October 26, 1825 - The Erie Canal opened as the first major man-made         
waterway in America.  
  
October 28, 1955 - Microsoft founder Bill Gates was born in Seattle, Washington. 
 

October 30, 1938 - The War of the Worlds radio broadcast panicked millions of 
Americans. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-henry-ford.htm
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.closettraveler.com/2014/09/10/remembering-911/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CDAQwW4wDTgoahUKEwj727zwv7DHAhUF1YAKHcyOBsQ&usg=AFQjCNH6hpEL19x-qEy1K1B1Xqlzi8XFGA
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.eriecanal.org/west-1.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBoQwW4wAmoVChMIqsuX-cGwxwIVSNOACh18Uge3&usg=AFQjCNGjParxFDxnUpMhLSYthyTeGnTcWw
https://www.google.com/url?url=https://twitter.com/billgates&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBoQwW4wAmoVChMI0bufjcKwxwIV0fqACh00ng0y&usg=AFQjCNHf0WWKbqawIKaazdtyRnjhQ2gTxw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6_uGe7M3OAhVM4CYKHecECkcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkingofwallpapers.com%2Fpoland.html&psig=AFQjCNHIZp1dF0tdG8_l6rye-_CHToyQ_g&ust=1471708649947515
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimsMa87M3OAhWNZiYKHVhdD5cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vidiani.com%2Fdetailed-3d-map-of-manhattan%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFefWFgJRrUXrS-cfM1PClyefht9Q&
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://insights.pocketgm.com/2015/01/30/pocketgm-partners-pro-football-hall-fame/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBgQwW4wAWoVChMIw-zH0L-wxwIVg5INCh1lLwny&usg=AFQjCNFvRRDLQ7C2ZMQURlATh91kLvwj9w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYsa_O7M3OAhVCRyYKHXB1AckQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmayflowerhistory.com%2Fvoyage%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFUgWLI_hgIkQ5tKpp5vUFhL_fYlA&ust=1471708784796
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjO9ba47c3OAhWIOSYKHdNsD-MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpoliticaloutcast.com%2Fyou-are-now-an-enemy-of-the-state%2Fnathan-hale%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHDGVA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNlKPU7c3OAhUHZCYKHRyFAdMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AFlag_of_Armenia.svg&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGAqPi1lCSSTOaECXBBT
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimn5-L7s3OAhWC5CYKHaMPA_wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.transparent.com%2Fenglish%2Flegend-and-folklore-johnny-appleseed-one-of-americas-best%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1-YWa7s3OAhWFNiYKHcvVAz4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FJames_Dean&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGweMbWEnybBXoZtqYw_Eo3n6tBVg&ust=1471709
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj2lt-x7s3OAhVJYiYKHeGiDPUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.findingdulcinea.com%2Fnews%2Fon-this-day%2FSeptember-October-08%2FOn-this-Day--The-First-Model-T-Ford-Is-Produced.html&bvm=b
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://johnlennonartwork.com/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBYQwW4wAGoVChMIwJv6hcGwxwIViNGACh1JQwkc&usg=AFQjCNGpn5ZhDFbhKtuao-i7o9HGCDB8Rg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj04NrN7s3OAhWFMyYKHau-BGAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Ftexvet%2Fus-navy%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFh__cd2zPEJ7PzeAvTFojQL6wowA&ust=1471
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.wildnatureimages.com/Jedediah%2520Smith%2520Redwood%2520SP11.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBoQwW4wAmoVChMI7Ovj9MCwxwIVA9OACh37qgWX&usg=AFQjCNHt89o1ty7PReAg4V0CPdYUA859ZA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwidl9v07s3OAhVEQCYKHZG4AO4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefire.org%2Fschools%2Fyale-university%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFf1ORbHLYcCAfXePmvPiFrn_w9gg&u
http://studentaffairs.lasalle.edu/international/f-1-visa/f-1-visacanadians-only/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjKgsek783OAhVDKiYKHcgABmQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archives.gov%2Fpublications%2Fprologue%2F2003%2Ffall%2Fwar-of-worlds.html&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNF
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15th Anniversary of 15th Anniversary of   

September 11, 2001September 11, 2001  
 

On September 11, 2001, at 8:45 a.m. on a clear Tuesday morning, a Boeing 

767 (American Airlines Flight 11) loaded with 20,000 gallons of jet fuel 

crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center in New York City. 

The impact left a gaping, burning hole near the 80th floor of the 110-story 

skyscraper, instantly killing hundreds of people and trapping hundreds more 

in higher floors and all aboard the plane. As the evacuation of the tower and 

its twin got underway, television cameras broadcasted live images of what 

initially appeared to be a freak accident. Then, 18 minutes after the first 

plane hit, a second Boeing 767 (United Airlines Flight 175) appeared out of 

the sky, turned sharply  toward the World Trade Center and sliced into the south tower near the 60th floor    

killing all aboard the plane. The collision caused a  massive explosion that showered burning debris over sur-

rounding buildings and the streets below. America was under attack. 
 

As millions watched the events unfolding in New York, a Boeing 757 (American 

Airlines Flight 77) circled over downtown Washington, D.C., and slammed into the 

west side of the Pentagon at 9:45 a.m. Jet fuel from the plane caused a devastating 

inferno that led to the structural collapse of a portion of the giant concrete building. 

All told, 125 military personnel and civilians were killed in the Pentagon, along with 

all aboard the airliner. 
 

Less than 15 minutes after the terrorists struck the nerve center of the U.S. military, 

the horror in New York took a catastrophic turn for the worse when the south tower 

of the World Trade Center collapsed in a massive cloud of dust and smoke. The 

structural steel of the skyscraper, built to withstand winds in excess of 200 miles 

per hour and a large   conventional fire, could not withstand the tremendous heat 

generated by the burning jet fuel. At 10:30 a.m., the north tower of the World 

Trade Center collapsed. Close to 3,000 people died in the World Trade Center and 

its vicinity, including a staggering 343 firefighters and paramedics, 23 New York 

City police officers and 37 Port Authority police officers who were struggling to 

complete an evacuation of the buildings and save the office workers trapped on 

higher floors. Only six people in the World Trade Center towers at the time of 

their collapse   survived. Almost 10,000 others were treated for injuries, many   

severe. Over 3,000 people were killed during the attacks in New York City and 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Meanwhile, a fourth plane, a Boeing 757 (United Flight 93) was hijacked about 40 minutes after leaving   

Newark International Airport in New Jersey. Because the plane had been delayed in taking off, passengers on 

board learned of events in New York and Washington via cell phone 

and Airfone calls to the ground. The passengers fought the four          

hijackers and are suspected to have attacked the cockpit with a fire    

extinguisher. The plane then flipped over and sped toward the ground at 

upwards of 500 miles per hour, crashing in a rural field in western 

Pennsylvania at 10:10 a.m. All aboard the plane were killed. Its        

intended target is not known, but theories include the White House, the 

U.S. Capitol, the Camp David presidential retreat in Maryland or one of 

several nuclear power plants along the eastern seaboard. 
 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-trade-center
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington
http://www.history.com/topics/pentagon
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-jersey
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/pennsylvania
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/maryland


 

 

 

9 

VA Launches Veterans Legacy Program 
  
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced the launch of 
the Veterans Legacy Program to memorialize Veterans’ service 
and sacrifice through public educational programming.  The       
program uses the rich resources found throughout VA national 
cemeteries, Soldiers’ lots and monument sites.  
 “The Veterans Legacy Program is meant to bring to life the stories 

of Veterans buried in the VA national cemeteries through lesson plans, interactive maps and video              
vignettes,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Robert A. McDonald. “Behind every marker is a story—a 
story of what it meant to be a Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine and Coast Guardsman at a particular       
moment in time. Our goal is to ensure that our nation does not forget their stories and their sacrifice.” 
Using online educational products such as lesson plans, interactive maps and short video vignettes, the 
VA, through the Veterans Legacy Program, will engage the general public, 
students and educators.  The VA launched this initiative earlier this year at 
two pilot sites: Beaufort National Cemetery in South Carolina and Riverside 
National Cemetery in California. Over the next several years, online         
educational products and programs will be developed for all the VA        
national cemeteries.      
The VA has also formed a partnership with the American Battle           
Monuments Commission (ABMC) to co-sponsor a “Teachers Institute,” a 
workshop for educators who will conduct research at the VA and the 
ABMC     cemeteries. Information about the program may be found at www.cem.va.gov/cem/legacy/. 
More than 4 million Americans, including Veterans of every war and conflict, are buried in the VA’s 133 
national cemeteries. The VA also provides funding to establish, expand, improve, and maintain 100     
Veterans cemeteries in 47 states and territories including tribal trust lands, Guam and Saipan. For        
Veterans not buried in a VA national cemetery, the VA provides headstones, markers or medallions to 
commemorate their service. In 2015, the VA honored more than 353,000 Veterans and their loved ones 
with memorial benefits in national, state, tribal and private cemeteries. 
For more information about the history of VA national cemeteries, visit www.cem.va.gov/history. 

 

“If men can develop weapons that are so   

terrifying as to make the thought of global 

war include almost a sentence for suicide, 

you would think that man’s intelligence 

and his comprehension… would include 

also his ability to find a    

peaceful solution.” 
 

– General Dwight D. Eisenhower         

 

Mark your  

calendar… 
 

 

The 2016 Lexington 

County Veterans Parade 

will be held on Sunday,  

November 6th at 3pm.   

 

 

For more information, see the parade 

application on page 14. 

 

https://webmail.va.gov/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=_0nC3U0p_iqaImQ4cQvGRIgb4owLbWq1JCkEkjPjRjgg1-6XfIbTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGUAbQAuAHYAYQAuAGcAbwB2AC8AYwBlAG0ALwBsAGUAZwBhAGMAeQAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cem.va.gov%2fcem%2flegacy%2f
https://webmail.va.gov/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=sX0dwOYJt96JRFBEf6nCgGzOtSYIP7NDhTJP2Pfw0M8g1-6XfIbTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGUAbQAuAHYAYQAuAGcAbwB2AC8AaABpAHMAdABvAHIAeQA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cem.va.gov%2fhistory
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-h8_R76_NAhUE7yYKHf1NDWYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.beaufortusa.com%2Fnational_cemetery.htm&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHhsqQck6oOroPjCz50m20rFxSeQA&ust=14
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjphZ6K8K_NAhXEQyYKHTPyAIEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cem.va.gov%2F&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHtMAKbHUWacjyolwcON-qWRWit2Q&ust=1466280862288088
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz4LCNhLfNAhVCbSYKHd5yBmcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fparade-clip-art&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEISLGfio3MVNnB59mcscC69CCulw&ust=1466526765163148
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwigvNG1hLfNAhUKRiYKHcHGBF4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-newspaper-mark-the-date.html&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHXp8fVPXydWTOWrvD08eGAgxKI8Q&ust=14665268
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For more information visit their website at www.tunneltotowers.org 

 

Friday, September 16th, 2015  

At 6:30 pm  

Downtown Columbia 

 

September is  
National  

Blueberry  
Popsicle 
Month!! 

October is  
National Cookie 

Month!! 
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VA Nursing HomesVA Nursing Homes  
 

A Community Living Center used to be called a nursing home.  Unlike 
many nursing homes in the past, a Community Living Center resembles 
"home" as much as possible. There are activities for Veterans of all ages 
and there are family friendly places for visiting. Veterans are invited to 
decorate their rooms and pets are allowed to visit or live in the          
Community Living Center. Veterans may stay for a short time or, in rare 
instances, for the rest of their life. It is a place where Veterans can receive 
nursing home level of care, which includes help with activities of daily living (e.g., bathing and getting 
dressed), skilled nursing and medical care. The mission of a Community Living Center is to restore each 
Veteran to his or her highest level of well-being. It is also to prevent declines in health and to provide     
comfort at the end of life. Your eligibility is based on clinical need and setting availability. The VA will    
provide Community Living Center care if you meet certain eligibility criteria involving your service        
connected status, level of disability, and income. You must first be enrolled in the VA health system, and be 
medically and psychiatrically stable. A copay may be charged for CLC care based on your VA                    
service-connected disability status and financial information. Contact your VA social worker/case manager 
to complete the Application for Extended Care Benefits (VA Form 10-10EC) to learn the amount of your copay. 
Community Living Centers provide these services:  24-hour skilled nursing care (e.g., help with a wound or 
IV care); restorative care; access to social work services; and geriatric evaluation and management. Some 
Community Living Centers also provide these services:  mental health recovery care; special care for        
Veterans with dementia or other cognitive deficits; respite care; and palliative and hospice care for end of 
life.  
 
Most of the 132 VA Community Living Centers are on or close to the campus of a VA medical center. Not 
all VA Community Living Centers provide all services, so contact your local VA medical center to find out 
what services are provided.  Admission into a nursing home is an important decision for you and your  
family. There are many options available for extended care in the community. When community based   
services do not meet your needs, then admission to a Community Living Center/VA Nursing Home may 
be an appropriate option. Your physician or other primary care provider can answer questions about your 
health care and medical needs. If nursing home care seems right for you, your VA social worker can help 
you locate one and assist with making arrangements. 

 
A Community Nursing Home is a place where Veterans can live full time 
and receive skilled nursing care any time of day or night. VA contracts 
with community nursing homes to care for Veterans. The Community 
Nursing Home program is offered in many communities so Veterans can 
receive care near their homes and families. Eligibility for a Community 
Nursing Home is based on clinical need and setting availability. The VA 
will only pay for Community Nursing Home care if you meet eligibility 

criteria involving your service connected status, level of disability, and income. If you do not meet these 
requirements, you will need to use your own resources to pay for nursing home care, which may include 
Medicare benefits and/or applying for Medicaid assistance if you cannot afford to pay. Talk with a VA   
social worker or case manager about your eligibility and to figure out a plan for paying for Community  
Nursing Home care services. Community Nursing Home care always provides:  24-hour skilled nursing 
care (such as wound care or help with IV medication); occupational and physical therapy; and access to  
social work services. Some Community Nursing Homes also provide:  short term rehab services; hospice 
and palliative care for the end of life; and special care for dementia.  
                 Continued on page 12 

http://www.va.gov/GERIATRICS/Veterans_Administration_Community_Living_Center_Facilities.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/home.asp?isflash=1
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VA Nursing Homes continued from page 11 
 
Moving into a Community Nursing Home is an important decision for you and your family.  It can help 
your caregiver identify their own needs and decide how much support they can offer to you. Having this 
information from your caregiver, along with the involvement of your care team and social worker, will help 
you reach good long term care decisions. Your physician or other primary care provider can answer     
questions about your medical needs. If a Community Nursing Home seems right for you, your VA social 
worker may be able to help you locate options in your community. 
 
State Veterans Homes are facilities that provide nursing home, domiciliary or adult day care. They are 
owned, operated and managed by state governments. They date back to the post Civil War era when many 
states created them to provide shelter to homeless and disabled Veterans. To participate in the State        
Veterans Home program, the VA must formally recognize and certify a facility as a State Veterans Home. 
The VA then surveys all facilities each year to make sure they continue to meet VA standards. The VA does 
not manage State Veterans Homes. Your eligibility for State Veterans Homes is based on clinical need and 
setting availability. Each state establishes eligibility and admission criteria for its homes. Some State        
Veterans Homes may admit non-Veteran spouses and gold star parents while others may admit only      
Veterans. A  recognized State Veterans Home may receive payments from VA to help defray the cost of care 
provided to Veterans. The cost to you varies by state. The VA does not pay for care for non-Veterans. 
Talk with a VA social worker or case manager about the eligibility requirements of State Veterans Homes 
near you and to figure out a plan for paying for the care services. Each State Veterans Home provides    
nursing home, domiciliary or adult day health care. The State Veterans Home may also  provide more than 
one of these services. State Veterans Homes are located in all 50 states and Puerto Rico. Some states have 
more than one State Veterans Homes. Thinking about moving into State Veterans Home is an important 
decision for you and your family. 
Your physician or other primary care provider can answer questions about your medical needs. If a State 
Veterans Home seems right for you, your VA social worker can help you locate one and assist with making 
arrangements. 
 
Contact information for South Carolina State Veterans Homes: 
Richard M. Campbell Veterans Nursing Home, 4605 Belton Highway, Anderson, SC 29621, 864 261-6734 
Veterans’ Victory House Nursing Home, 2461 Sidneys Road, Walterboro, SC  29488, 843 538-3000 
E. Roy Stone Veterans Pavilion C.M. Tucker Center,  2200 Harden Street, Columbia, SC 29203, 803 737-5301. 

From left to Right: Richard M. Campbell Nursing Home; Veterans’ Victory House Nursing Home; 
and E. Roy Stone Veterans Pavilion C.M. Tucker Center. 

Happy Halloween 
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VA Expands Health Care  
For Camp Lejeune Veterans  
 

The VA issued a final rule to expand VA health care eligibility 

for Veterans affected by contaminated drinking water at Camp         

Lejeune. Veterans who served at least 30 days at Camp Lejeune 

from August 1, 1953 through December 31, 1987, are eligible 

to receive no cost health care for 15 medical conditions that 

have been linked to the contaminated water. Previously, only 

Veterans who served at Camp Lejeune from January 1, 1957 

were covered. Veterans who have been diagnosed with any of the 15 medical conditions may   

receive reimbursement for the cost of treatment if the care was provided on or after December 

16, 2014, when the law expanding eligibility was signed. However, Veterans must submit a      

request for reimbursement no later than July 18, 2018. For more information on benefits and 

services for Camp Lejeune Veterans, visit: http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/         

camp-lejeune.  
 

This rule does not impact disability compensation benefits. The VA is still in the process of    

finalizing a rule to grant Camp Lejeune Veterans presumptive disability compensation for 8 of 

the 15 medical conditions found to be associated with exposure to the contaminated water at 

Camp Lejeune. However, Veterans who have been diagnosed with any of the 15 conditions 

should file a claim when possible to preserve the effective date. 

September is National 
Pain Awareness Month! 
 
 
 
 

 

October is National  
Physical Therapy Month! 

 

A Beautiful Fall 
 

The leaves are changing and so is the 

weather 

It's time to put away the shorts and put on 

the sweater 

Halloween is near and Thanksgiving is 

coming 

My favorite time of year this is        be-

coming 

'Tis the season of pumpkin and apple 

An ordinary time for loved ones to meet 

at the chapel 

I wish they appreciated the beauty of fall 

Then and only then they could see why 

it's the best season of all 
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The History of Nathan HaleThe History of Nathan HaleThe History of Nathan Hale   
   

   

Nathan Hale was born in Coventry, Connecticut, on June 6, 1755 to Richard Hale 

and Elizabeth Strong. In 1768, when he was 14 years old, he was sent with his 

brother Enoch, who was 16, to Yale College. Nathan graduated with first-class    

honors in 1773 at age 18 and became a teacher, first in East Haddam and later in 

New London. 

After the Revolutionary War began in 1775, he joined a Connecticut militia and was 

elected first lieutenant within five months. The following spring, the army moved to 

Manhattan Island to prevent the British from taking over New York City. In       

September, General Washington was desperate to determine the location of the    

imminent British invasion of Manhattan Island. To that end, Washington needed a spy behind enemy lines. 

Hale volunteered on September 8, 1776, to go behind enemy lines and report on British troop movements. He 

was ferried across on September 12th. It was an act of spying that was immediately punishable by death and 

posed a great risk to Hale. 

In an account of Nathan Hale's capture by Consider Tiffany, a Connecticut shopkeeper and loyalist, Major 

Robert Rogers of the Queen's Rangers saw Hale in a tavern and recognized him despite his disguise. After 

luring Hale into betraying himself by pretending to be a patriot himself, Rogers and his Rangers apprehended 

Hale near Flushing Bay in Queens, New York.  

Hale reportedly was questioned by British General William Howe, at his  

headquarters at the Beekman House mansion in a rural part of Manhattan. 

Rogers provided information about the case and physical evidence was found 

on Hale. According to tradition, Hale spent the night in a greenhouse at the 

mansion. He requested a Bible; his request was denied. Sometime later, he re-

quested a clergyman. Again, the request was denied. 

According to the standards of the time, spies were hanged as illegal           

combatants. On the morning of September 22, 1776, Hale was marched along Post Road to the Park of       

Artillery, which was next to a public house called the Dove Tavern, and hanged. He was 21 years old.  

By all accounts, Hale comported himself eloquently before the 

hanging. Over the years, there has been some speculation as to 

whether he specifically uttered the line: "I only regret that I have but 

one life to lose for my country." The line may be a revision of "I am 

so satisfied with the cause in which I have engaged that my only 

regret is that I have not more lives than one to offer in its service." 

The story of Hale's quote began with John Montresor, a British    

officer who witnessed the hanging. Soon after the execution, 

Montresor spoke with the American officer William Hull about 

Hale's death. Later, it was Hull who widely publicized Hale's use of 

the phrase. Because Hull was not an eyewitness to Hale's speech, 

some historians have questioned the reliability of the account. 

 

 
 

Beekman House Mansion 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Haddam,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_London,_Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_lieutenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Espionage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consider_Tiffany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Rogers_(soldier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Rogers_(soldier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_York_Rangers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flushing_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howe,_5th_Viscount_Howe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Espionage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegal_combatant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegal_combatant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Post_Road#Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Montresor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hull
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2016 LEXINGTON COUNTY VETERANS PARADE APPLICATION 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016 @ 3:00PM 

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING OUR 14TH YEAR 
  

    NO ENTRY FEE,  SIGN UP DUE BY OCTOBER 21st, PLEASE__ 
  

(IF YOU MISS THE DEADLINE GIVE ME A CALL, EVERYONE IS WELCOME IN THIS PARADE) 
  

ALL MARCHING BANDS AND ROTC GROUPS WILL MEET IN THE EMPTY PARKING LOTS OF BUSINESSES IN THE BUTLER STREET AND 

MAIN STREET AREA.  PLEASE USE CAUTION!  PLEASE DROP OFF ALL MEMBERS AND YOU CAN PARK AT THE COUNTY                      

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING PARKING LOT FOR PICK UP.  PLEASE, PLEASE DO NOT TAKE UP SPACES AT MCDONALD’S FOR       

PARKING. PARADE ROUTE WILL LINE UP AT HAYGOOD AND WEST BUTLER STREET, ENTER MAIN STREET TAKE A LEFT, GO DOWN 

MAIN STREET, TURN RIGHT ON SOUTH LAKE DRIVE AND THEN LEFT, ENDING AT THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING     

PARKING LOT.   
  

Name & Description of Entry: __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Special Request: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Entry Contact Person:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City: _________________________________________ State: ____________________ Zip:_______________________ 

  

Telephone: (W) ________________________________________ (H) _________________________________________ 

  

Email address: _______________________________________   Fax :_________________________________________ 

  

Mail Applications To:   For More Information Contact: 
Lexington County Veterans Parade             Lexington Veterans Affairs Office  803-785-8400 

Attn: Sharon Willis                                  Sharon Willis @ 803-785-1454 

212 South Lake Drive Ste 302                                     Cell # 803-237-9617 

Lexington SC  29072   Fax # 803-785-8300 

swillis@lex-co.com  
           

Applications can also be found on the Lexington County VA website.    
 

EVERYTHING WILL BE DONE TO PLACE YOU IN THE LINEUP THAT SHOWCASES YOUR ORGANIZATION AT 

THE BEST POSSIBLE SPOT. ONCE THE LINEUP FOR THE PARADE HAS BEEN   DETERMINED YOU WILL     

RECEIVE A MAP AND LOCATION FOR YOUR PLACE IN THE PARADE. PLEASE ENTER THE PARADE LINE UP 

ROUTE FROM SOUTH CHURCH AND GO UP BUTLER STREET.  PLEASE DO NOT ENTER FROM COLUMBIA 

AVENUE OR MAIN. TURNING FLOATS AND TRAILERS AROUND IS VERY DIFFICULT. HAYGOOD STREET 

MUST BE KEPT OPEN FOR THE LINEUP. MAIN STREET WILL BE CLOSED DOWN AT 2:45 SO PLEASE BE AT 

YOUR LOCATION BY 2:30.  

  

(A CEREMONY WILL BE HELD AT THE VETERANS MONUMENT FOLLOWING THE PARADE.) 
  

ALL OF THE VETERANS APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT  

AND  

THEY THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 
  

NEED A FLOAT?   CONTACT KIRBY FLOATS @ 803-359-3134. 

 (DISCOUNTS GIVEN TO VETERANS) 

mailto:swillis@lex-co.com
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Attention Commanders of Veterans 

Service Organizations in Lexington 

County, our office is looking for a 

contact name and number for all 

American Legion posts, DAV    

chapters, VFW’s, etc. Please      

contact our office with this          

information.   

 

Lexington County  Veterans Group 
 

**There has been a permanent change in the meeting time ** 
 

All Lexington County Veterans are invited to attend the weekly   meetings. The group 
meets weekly on Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 noon in the auditorium at 605 West Main 
Street in Lexington. The group meets for Health Issues and PTSD counseling with a   
licensed counselor. 
 

The Veterans group also participates in  various social activities such as group lunches, 
group dinners with wives/significant other, boat trips on Lake Murray, participation in 
the Lexington County Veterans parade and other general group tours.  

 
 

For further information, please contact the Lexington County Veterans Affairs Office at 803-785-8400. 

 

Dang-it Dolls Workshops 
 

Saturday, September 10th and  Saturday, October 8th  
from 10am to 3pm at the Cayce Masonic Lodge, 1701 12th Street, Cayce, SC. 

 

There is something for everyone to do and this is the one place where  
THE MORE THE MERRIER  

really counts. 

Job Hunting? 
 

The VA medical center and  

      regional office is hiring  

Veterans.  
 

Visit USAjobs.com  

for more information.  

 

 

DID YOU 
KNOW… 

 
Since October of last year,  

the American Legion  
has submitted more  

FDC (Fully Developed Claims) 
or express claims  
than any other  

Veterans Service  
Organization in the country. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJyt78ng0cgCFYLVgAodNcUMog&url=http%3A%2F%2Fleesmarket.com%2Femployment-opportunities%2F&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHcIVMFU6eMammrc3uzCSCYryQbhw&ust=1
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Happenings Around Lexington County 
 

During the Months of September & October 
 

 
Saturday, September 3rd  37th Chapin Labor Day Festival & Parade 
through  For more information visit their website at 
Monday, September 5th chapinsc.com/visitors/festivals&events. 
 
Starts on   CMC Rhythm on the River Concert Series 
Sunday, September 18th Sundays 2 to 5pm  
  For more information visit their website at  
  rhythmontheriversc.com.  
 
Starts on   Deceased Farms in Lexington (corn maze, etc.) 
Friday, September 23rd 382 Olde Farm Road, Lexington  
  Thursday through Sunday nights 
  For more information visit their website at  
  deceasedfarm.com or call them @ 803-530-9434. 
 
Friday, September 23rd Irmo Okra Strut 
Saturday, September 24th For more information visit their website at  
  irmookrastrut.com or call them @ 803-781-7050. 
 
Starts on  Cayce/West Columbia Jaycees Hall of Horrors 
Friday, September 30th Thursday, Friday, & Saturday nights 
  1153 Walter Price Street, Cayce 
  For more information visit their website at  
  info@hallofhorrors.com or call them @ 803-814-5858. 
 
Friday, September 30th 34th Gaston Collard & BBQ Festival 
Saturday, October 1st For more information visit their website at  
  gastonsc.org or call them @ 803-796-7725. 
 
Sunday, October 2nd 9th Annual Congaree Bluegrass Festival 
  Historic Columbia Speedway, Cayce 
  For more information visit their website at  
  bluegrassfestivalguide.com/congaree. 
 
Starts on   Gilbert House of Terror 
Friday, October 9th 739 Harley Taylor Road 
  Friday & Saturday nights with some Sunday nights 
  For more information visit their website at  
  gilberthouseofterror@gmail.com  
  or call them @ 803-892-5396. 
 
Wednesday, October 12th SC State Fair 
through  For more information visit their website at 
Sunday, October 23rd scstatefair.org or call them @ 803-779-3387. 
 
Friday, October 21st Boo-At-The-Zoo  
through  From 6 to 9 pm. 
Friday, October 30th  For more information visit their website at 
  riverbanks.org/events/boo-at-the-zoo. 

http://lovinlexington.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/rythum.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.lexingtonsc.org/festivals-events/index.php&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CCYQwW4wCGoVChMI79OwveiwxwIVRBaSCh33rgUa&usg=AFQjCNHEme6hu02V2q8P4UtwIun1B7ZXTg
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://deceasedfarm.com/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBYQwW4wAGoVChMIqKSi0uiwxwIVjxuSCh2YsAn2&usg=AFQjCNFJXdg9LZYN8majld2HHXH4n8NW1A
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.lexingtonsc.org/festivals-events/index.php&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CB4QwW4wBGoVChMI04Kth-mwxwIVjxuSCh2YsAn2&usg=AFQjCNHEme6hu02V2q8P4UtwIun1B7ZXTg
http://lovinlexington.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/collard_slide.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://shows.newmaker.com/fairs/South-Carolina-State-Fair.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBwQwW4wA2oVChMIjOWcuoyzxwIVgooNCh14Mw5E&usg=AFQjCNFF5FjW9z00rFdrwCCuYkfH5fZCqQ
http://lovinlexington.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/boozoo.jpg
http://lovinlexington.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/gilbert-house.jpg
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Just A Reminder... 
 

Active and retired military      
personnel and their      
dependents with proper 
military ID will be admitted FREE the entire 12 
days of the fair.  This is in appreciation for their 
service to our country and its citizens. 
 

Also, join in for a patriotic flag-raising        
ceremony each day of the fair at 12:00 noon 
near the South Gate as the State Fair salutes 
our military and the USA. 
 

Thursday, October 20th is Ft. Jackson Day at 
the fair.  
 

The State Fair opens on  
Wednesday, October 12th and runs 

through Sunday, October 23rd.  

VA Long Term Care Services 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
pays for long-term care services for service 
related disabilities and for certain other  
eligible Veterans, as well as other health 
programs such as nursing home care and    
at-home care for aging Veterans with       
long-term care needs. 

The VA also pays for Veterans who do not 
have service-related disabilities, but who are 
unable to pay for the cost of necessary 
care. Co-pays may apply depending on the         
Veteran’s income level. 

The VA has two more programs to help     
Veterans stay in their homes: 

1. The Housebound or Aid and Attendance 
Allowance Program. This program provides 
cash to eligible Veterans with disabilities and 
their surviving spouses to purchase home 
and community-based long-term care       
services such as personal care assistance 
and homemaker services. The cash is a             
supplement to the eligible Veteran’s pension 
benefits 

2. A Veteran Directed Home and            
Community Based Services program          
(VD-HCBS). This program was developed in 
2008 for eligible Veterans of any age. The 
program provides Veterans with a flexible 
budget to purchase services. Counseling and 
other supports for Veterans are provided by 
the Aging Network in partnership with the 
Veterans Administration 

Visit the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
view available programs and services or 
download a Veterans Benefits fact sheet. 
You can call the VA at 800-827-1000 to     
obtain information about services available 
in your area. 

 

The U.S. Department of Treasury, in partnership with 
the SC State Housing Finance and Development      
Authority and SC Housing Corp., has made over $295 
million available to help eligible South Carolina     
homeowners avoid serious first mortgage                  
delinquency and foreclosures.  
Qualifications  
SC Help is intended to assist borrowers who are        
facing first mortgage delinquency or possible           
foreclosure. There is no household income limit, the 
property must be an owner occupied primary          
residence, applicants must have a minimum 24 months 
homeownership history and applicants do NOT have 
to be delinquent.  
How to Apply  
Applicants are encouraged to apply electronically at: 

www.schelp.com. Applicants without the internet may 

call 1-855-435-7472, toll free number for assistance. 

There is NO FEE required at any point during the SC 

HELP process. 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.cliparthut.com/state-fair-clipart.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBoQwW4wAmoVChMI9PXXoaqzxwIVTNGACh2LCw9u&usg=AFQjCNHooUXGD1lKniPRtjkrh5Fj8dJz_Q
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/long-term-care-services/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/nursing-home/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/long-term-care/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/long-term-care-services/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/long-term-care-services/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/personal-care/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/homemaker/
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/benefits/
http://www.va.gov/health/default.asp
http://longtermcare.gov/glossary/benefits/
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County Council  

Needs You! 
  

Veterans are still needed to lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance at County  

Council meetings on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesdays of the month. County 

Council  meetings start at 4:30pm, 

so please be present around 4:15pm.  

Contact the office at 803-785-8400, if you are 

interested.  
 

The office would like to thank Joseph Quig and 

Randal Wood. These gentlemen volunteered to 

say the Pledge of Allegiance for the months of 

July and August.   

 

 

OUTREACH DATES AND TIMES 

 
 

Batesburg/Leesville Outreach 

is the 2nd Friday of the month 

at the Batesburg/Leesville  

Library from  10 a.m. to 12 noon.  
 

Chapin Outreach is the 1st 

Friday of the month at the 

Chapin Library from  10 a.m. 

to 12 noon. 
 

Gaston/Swansea Outreach is 

the 1st Thursday of the 

month at the Gaston Library 

from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
     

THERE WILL BE NO   

BATESBURG/LEESVILLE   

OUTREACH DURING THE MONTHS 

OF SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 

 

Appointments are strongly encouraged. 

Call the office at 803-785-8400  

to schedule a time. 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

The VAMC Dorn now 
has a food pantry.  Any      
Veteran in need may 
participate in the      
program. He or she 
must contact Voluntary        

Services and they will  direct you to the 
food pantry. To contact Voluntary     
Services call (803) 776-4000 extension 
6780. 

KOREAN WAR  
COMMEMORATION 

MEDAL 
 

These medals were given out to 

commemora te  the  60 th         

anniversary of the end of the  

Korean war.  The medal was 

commissioned and made by the 

South  Korean government as a 

sign of appreciation and thanks for American  

soldiers.  The lanyard of the medal depicts the 

flags of all the nations involved in the war and the 

medal itself contains a piece of the wire from the 

DMZ.  
 

Do you know of a Korean War Veteran in         

Lexington County that hasn’t received a Korean 

War Commemoration medal? If so, please have 

them contact or come by our office. If the Veteran 

is deceased, this medal can also be awarded to 

the surviving spouse.  Our office has a few   

medals remaining to award, so it is first come 

first served.    

THANKS 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://sagharborfoodpantry.com/how_to_donate_or_volunteer&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CDgQwW4wEWoVChMItar62_e6xwIVydOACh0BDAGB&usg=AFQjCNHppk8ulGbInTnxyjCKwX4IzaprMQ
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MILITARY 

CAREER 

& 

RESOURCE 

FAIR

Meet with Service Member & Family Care representatives 

in the following areas:

Employment | VA Benefits | Behavioral Health | ID Cards | ESGR 

Family Assistance | Health & Wellness | Financial & Legal Guidance | Education

Veterans, Active/Retired Service Members and Family Members 

are invited to connect with local employers, state agencies, and 

organizations that provide military and veteran services.

Tuesday 
27 SEP 2016
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

ALL BRANCHES WELCOME

SC NATIONAL GUARD
West Columbia ARMORY
3528 Platt Springs Road

Hosted by SC National Guard Service Member & Family Care
For more information, call 803.299.2911/5308/SCGuard.com



 

 

 

22 

 

 

NEW  
SOUTH CAROLINA POW MEDAL 

 

South Carolina Veterans 

who were prisoners of war 

during a war time period are 

eligible to receive a new 

special state POW medal for 

their time in captivity. The 

POW medal was created by 

the Legislature in a June 

2014 law that authorizes the 

Governor to present the 

award to South Carolina 

residents who are on federal 

POW lists. Any former POW who received 

an honorable discharge and is a South    

Carolina citizen can apply for the medal. 

Former prisoners from WWII, Korean War, 

Vietnam War, or other conflicts are also     

eligible. Surviving spouses or descendants 

can also apply for the medal once. 

 

If you live in Lexington County or know 

someone who does and they meet the above         

requirements, please call the Lexington 

County VA office at 803-785-8400 with their 

name and contact information.  

 

For basic information and questions,  
please check out our webpage at  

www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/va/Pages/index.aspx 
 

A list of the Veterans Service Organizations in Lexington County  
and copies of the newsletter are also on our webpage. 

Veterans  

Get Telephonic Health 

Care Application Option   

The Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) has announced 

that it is amending its           

enrollment regulations to allow Veterans to complete  

applications for enrollment in VA health care by          

telephone without the need for a signed paper             

application. The change is effective immediately for   

Combat Veterans and will be effective July 5, 2016, for 

all Veterans. This phased implementation accelerates the 

VA’s effort to enroll all Combat Veterans with pending 

applications as part of its ongoing Veterans Enrollment 

Rework Project. The VA is working to complete the     

review and rework of all pending health enrollment     

records for living and deceased Veterans this summer. 

By adding this telephone application option to the VA’s 

regulations, the VA will now offer three ways to enroll. 

This change provides Veterans an even more convenient 

way to apply for enrollment, in addition to the paper VA 

Form 10-10EZ and online enrollment application process. 

For more information, Veterans 

can contact the Health Eligibility 

Center Enrollment and Eligibility 

D i v i s i o n  t o l l  f r e e  a t                      

1-855-488-8440. 

CLOSINGS... 
County offices will be closed on the following date: 

Monday, September 5th for Labor Day. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI-Tga_NwsgCFYz_gAodDbsGzw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomputertutorinc.net%2Fcomputer-maintenance-safety-tips%2F&psig=AFQjCNEZJnGyQ6-sls2H9AEEqPmnQUhQ7A&ust=1444934160
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMpMLSsbfNAhWEOiYKHfgYBpAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.optaros.com%2Finsights%2Fblog%2Frash-retail-store-closings-should-spur-brand-manufacturers-action&psig=AFQj
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMpMLSsbfNAhWEOiYKHfgYBpAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.optaros.com%2Finsights%2Fblog%2Frash-retail-store-closings-should-spur-brand-manufacturers-action&psig=AFQj
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEgNr6qcvOAhVFKCYKHT8bCT0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsunsetevansville.com%2Fwho-to-call-first%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEN8oCZlMTzmkt0ngpXzy1ivfaQjw&ust=14
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjw6Y7otMvOAhWERSYKHVXaAigQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justlanded.com%2Fenglish%2FIsrael%2FIsrael-Guide%2FTelephone-Internet%2FCalling-in-Israel&bvm=bv.129759880,
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About Our Office  
This office is employed by     
Lexington County not the     
Federal VA. The Lexington 
County Veterans’ Affairs Office 
is an advocate for Veterans and 
their surviving dependents. We 

provide the assistance needed in applying for       
benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
for VA medical care. The Lexington County VA Office 
assists former and present members of the US Armed 
Forces and their dependents in preparing claims. 
Types of benefits include but not limited to: service 
connected disabilities and non-service connected 
pension; death pension benefits; burial; medical care; 
educational assistance, including vocational             
rehabilitation; guaranteed home loans; government 
life insurance and other benefits. We are not trained 
in Social Security or Department of Defense Benefits 
but can assist with some of these forms.  

 

The VA has a website anyone can access 
for all VA questions, SEP user guides, 

regulations, policies, laws and any other 
VA resources. The website is: 

www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov. 

News Tidbits from the VA 
  
The VA’s Veterans Choice 

Program has reached a key 

milestone in improving      

access to health care for    

Veterans. More than two million appointments 

have been scheduled through the program. 

The VA’s Million    

V e t e r a n  P r o g r a m 

(MVP)  has reached an 

important milestone 

when an Army Veteran from Montgomery,      

Alabama, became the 500,000th to voluntarily en-

roll in the research database program – making 

MVP the largest genomic database in the world.  

The VA has announced that 

it is piloting a protocol to 

implement veterinary health 

benefits for mobility service 

dogs approved for Veterans 

with a chronic impairment 

that substantially limits mobility associated with 

mental health disorders.  

The VA has released its 

findings from the nation’s 

m o s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e     

analysis of Veteran suicide 

rates in the United States in 

which VA examined more than 55 million        

Veterans’ records from 1979 to 2014 from every 

state in the nation. The effort advances the VA’s 

knowledge from the previous report in 2012, 

which was primarily limited to information on 

Veterans who used VHA health services or from 

mortality records obtained directly from 20 states 

and approximately 3 million records.. Compared to 

the data from the 2012 report, which estimated the 

number of Veteran deaths by suicide to be 22 per 

day, the current analysis indicates that in 2014, an 

average of 20 Veterans a day died from suicide.    

HELP NEEDED 
Help is needed at Lexington Interfaith Community Services 
(LICS).  They are in particular need for folks to assist at the 
donation door. They have staff members who would work 
with them and supervise.  
This position entails customer service by greeting community 
members as they drive up to donate items, assisting them 
with carrying in their items, possibly giving receipts, and then 
sorting the items.  It is physical work, but they can work 
around any slight limitations.  Lifting is 
often required and they may also be 
asked to load items onto a truck. 
If you are interested, contact: Kitti 
Clayton, Volunteer Coordinator, at   
803-957-6656 ext: 227. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd3r-AtsvOAhUE5iYKHf2pCjQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crwflags.com%2Ffotw%2Fflags%2Fus-sc-lx.html&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNH8m7mvQvbQVcekNf3RszAxKif2lA&us
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijm-S4y8vOAhXJLyYKHT71BEQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sandiego.va.gov%2F&psig=AFQjCNHnY4vmzVw2kMlthDkcch57W5N1JQ&ust=1471631159393015
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqxpDMy8vOAhXM4yYKHfztC94QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.access.va.gov%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGXe2ZicF62-msMY1BNXm8_xsnpXw&ust=1471631191759784
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzp4fsy8vOAhWHeCYKHViHDgAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Frebeccaruiz%2F2013%2F11%2F22%2Fva-to-resume-ptsd-service-dog-study%2F&bvm=bv.129759880,d
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_v-mIzMvOAhXC4yYKHVnPCecQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Fillustration%2Fprevention-suicide.html&bvm=bv.129759880,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGnigAXDFKaAHp_b4
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Featured Medal:   

Cold War Victory Medal 
 

 
 

The Cold War Victory Medal is both an official medal of the National Guard and an 

unofficial military medal of the United States. It is awarded by the States of        

Louisiana and Texas, and in ribbon form only by the State of Alaska.  In the medal's 

unofficial capacity it can be purchased, but not worn in uniform. It may be worn by 

any member of the United States military, or civilian employees of the federal      

government, who served in their positions honorably during the years of the Cold 

War, specifically September 2, 1945 to December 26, 1991. 

In accordance with section 1084 of the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 

year 1998, Congress commended the members of the Armed Forces and civilian  

personnel who contributed to what the US government sees as their own historic  

victory in the Cold War, and authorized and instructed the then-Secretary of         

Defense, William Cohen, to prepare a certificate recognizing the Cold War service 

of qualifying members of the Armed Forces and civilian personnel of the              

Department of Defense and other  government agencies. The certificate became 

known as the Cold War Recognition Certificate available by request of the             

individual by all members of the armed forces and qualified federal government    

civilian personnel who honorably served the United States anytime during the Cold 

War, which is defined as September 2, 1945 to   December 26, 1991. 

In October 2001, Congress passed the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 

for fiscal year 2002, which is signed into law on December 28, 2001 by President 

George W. Bush. In the NDAA approved by both houses and signed into law by the 

president, was a Sense of the Congress resolution that the Secretary of Defense 

should consider authorizing the issuance of a Campaign medal, to be known as the 

Cold War Service Medal, to each person who while a member of the Armed Forces 

served satisfactorily on active duty during the Cold War. The then Secretary of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld, 

did not create such a medal. 

At present the Cold War Victory Medal remains strictly commemorative and is unofficial other than for 

members of the Louisiana National Guard. The Cold War Victory Medal is also referred to as the Cold War 

Commemorative Medal, Cold War Service Medal, or simply as the Cold War Medal. There are no devices or 

attachments authorized for the Cold War Victory Medal. 

Picture of Cold War 

Victory Medal and 

Ribbon. 

Coming in the Next Issue… 
 

Fiduciary; VA Healthcare vs. 

Medicare; Military  

Retirement/VA Benefits & 

Veterans Day Discounts.  


