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At-a-Glance Calendar/From the Director

Compensation Benefits

New I nformation on

On This Day in History

Annual Clothing Allowance

TELEPHONE: (833 785
FAX(:803) -0718155
ml PFEREEBEERHPNE NUMBER
Lexington Main Office: -84(®D
From Batesburg/Leesville: -848RP
From Chapin: -0ZB3m

VA Automobile Allowance

Happenings Around Lexington County

The History of Signing of the Declaration of Independé3;

Staying Cool When It Is Hot

16

Veterans Strengthened by the FY 18 VA B

1dg

News Tidbits from the VA

Featured Medal




For a list of events in
Lexington County for
July and August

Weekly on Tuesdays in
July

Tuesday, July 4th

Thursday, July 6th
Friday, July 7th
Friday, July 14th
Tuesday, July 25th

Weekly on Tuesdays in
August

Thursday, August 3rd
Friday, August 4th
Friday, August 11th

Tuesday, August 22nd

July/August

There is an
£ 8 8x@iting event
coming up where
the Lexington County Blowfish will be
honoring Vietham Veterans on Monday,
July 3rd at 6:45pm. The Veteran and one
guest will be admitted free and will get to
sit in an air conditioned suite that will
include free food and drink. Select Veterans
will throw out the first pitch. Also, all
Vietnam Veterans will receive a specia
commemorative lapel pin made possible by
the Department of Defense. Their spouses
and family members will also receive special
buttons that honor them as a spouse or
family member of a Vietnam Veteran.
Please contact the Blowfish to reserve you
tickets to this special event. (see the flyer
on page 9 for more information.)

See page E3Happenings Arounq
Lexington County

Lexington County Veterans Gro
Meeting from 10am to 12 noon

Independence Day
County Office Closed

Gaston Outreach

Chapin Outreach

Batesburg/Leesville Outreach

County Council Meeting

Lexington County Veterans Gro
Meeting from 10am to 12 noon

Gaston Outreach
Chapin Outreach S .

P Our building is under heavy renovation that
comes with lots of noise and some
confusion but through it all, we look at the
bigger picture and know the end result will

Batesburg/Leesville Outreach

County Council Meeting

Purpld Holidays/Special Days

Blu® Outreach dates
Re@d County Offices Closed,

No van scheduled and Special Notice$)rangd Director Out of Office
a p peadilexingtor €ounty VeteramshG

BlackDi r ect or 6 s
County

be worth it. We were recently briefed it
won't be completely done until November.
We will host a ceremony to officially open
the new complex. More details will come as
the construction completion

date nears.

Browd County Council Meetings
Pinld Special Events throughout
County

Meetings

Have a great summer!
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SCHELP July is National Pickle

Mortgage help for homeowners. M Onth '

k|

The U.S. Department of Treasury, in partnership vith
the SC State Housing Finance and Developent
Authority and SC Housing Corp., has made over $295
million available to help eligible South Carclna
homeowners avoid serious first mortgije
delinquency and foreclosures.

Qualifications

SC Help is intended to assist borrowers who are

facing first mortgage delinquency or possiol i -
‘August is National Goat

foreclosure. There is no household income limit

property must be an owner occupied primary residznce, |
applicants must have a minimum 24 mohs Cheese Month-

homeownership history and applicants do NOT hiwve

to be delinquent.

How to Apply

Applicants are encouraged to apply electronicay at: =
www.schelp.com. Applicants without the internet nay
call 18554357472, toll free number for assistar ce.
There is NO FEE required at any point during the 5C
HELP process.
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Services provided are:
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The Colum ia Vet Center is located at A&

number is 80F659944.

0

Richland Street, Columbia. Their telephdne

The VA medica
regional of f
Vet erans.

. please check out our webpage j#
>N www.lexco.sc. gov/departments§

DeptRZ/va/Pages/index.asp

Vi JiStAj obs. com
for more in
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LEXINGTON COUNTY

BL WHISH

Vietnam Veterans Recognition Night

Lexington County Baseball Stadium
Monday, July 3, 2017 d 6:45 PM

Lexington County Blowfish
Salute to the Service of Vietham Veterans

7 Complimentary admission for each Veteran & 1 guest
1 Pre-game on the field group recognition
1 Group photo opportunity
s OFall en Comraded¢ table display \
1 Veteran representative interview
17 Veteran representative OFiI s
7 50t anniversary pin presentation
1 Color Guard / National Anthem / TAPS
1 In Game announcements throughout the game
1 Reserved media table on stadium concourse
1 Television/Radio/Print media publicity

Veterans reserve your complimentary tickets by contacting:
Kyle Calhoun, LC Blowfish Office: 803 -254 -3474 or by email

at: kyle@blowfishbaseball.com
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VA Automobil e AIIowanc=e

= Service members and Veterans may be eligibletforeapatyenent of not more than 20,235.20 toward the purch
= of an automobile or other conveyance if you have certaonsectent disabilities. The grant is paid dlreqtly to tl
'seller of the automobile and the service member or Veteran may only receive the automobile grant on
: lifetime. Certain service members and Veterans may also be eligible for adaptive equipment. Adaptlw
-mcludes but is not limited to, power steering, power brakes, power windows, power seats, and- Specic
= necessary to assist the eligible person into and out of the vehicle. The VA may provide financial ass:stance

: adaptive equipment more than once. This benefit is payable to either the seller or the Veteran or serv
. ImportantYou must have prior VA approval before purchasing an automobile or adaptive equment .

i Ellglblllty Requirements (Automobile Grant)

=1. You must be either a service member who is still on active duty AN®Veteran,
:2 You must have one of the following disabilities that are either ratedoasesesdicer treated e:s if
i serviceonnected under 38 U.S.C 1151 or, for a service member, the result of disease incurred or injury
= inor aggravated by active duty:

A-Loss, or permanent loss of use, of one or HOR feet,
5 B-Loss, or permanent loss of use, of one or bothRands,

C- Permanent impairment of vision in both eyes to a cert@Rde
D- Severe burn injuBR
E - Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS).

= Eligibility Requirements (Adaptive Equipment)

:1. You must be either a Service member who is still on active duty AN®Veteran,
: 2. Meet the disability requirements for the automobile grant (§&® above),

-3 Have ankylosis (immobility of the joint) of one or both knees or hips that VA recognizesasraeiagl servic
or treats as if servoammnected under 38 U.S.C. 1151.

= Evidence Requirements
] To support a claim for automobile allowance, the evidence must show that-gonresetee mice e treated.as if
.serwce:onnected under 38 U.S.C 1151 or, for a service member, the result of disease incurred or injury cor
. aggravated by active duty, for a disability resulting in: |
5 1 The loss, or permanent loss of use, of one or R feet,
:2. The loss, or permanent loss of use, of one or babRhands,
. Permanent impairment of vision in both eyes, resulting in central Visual acuity of 20/200 or less ||:1 the b
glassesDR

Central Visual acuity that is greater than 20/200, if there is a visual field defect in which your E)erlphe
contracted to such an extent that the widest diameter of visual fields subtends an angular dlstance no gr
degrees in the better &R,

Severe burn injury: Deep partial thickness or full thickness burns resulting in scar formation thal:cause
and limit motion of one or more extremities or the trunk and preclude the effective operatio®&f an; autom
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). |

To support a claim for adaptive equipment, the evidence must show that you ha\Ee a dis
shown abov€@Ryou have ankylosis of at least one knee or one hip duectinsectezt
disability.

B

&

=

How to Apply
Complete/A Form 24502, "Application for Automobile or Other Conveyance and Ada
Equipment" and submit it to your local VA regional office. If you are entitled to adaptlve €
only (i.e., service connected for ankylosis of knees or hips) you should comple®O¥A Forn
"Application for Adaptive Equipietdr Vehicle" and submit it to your local VA medicdl cente

10
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Happenings Around Lexingt'on
For the Months of July and Augfust

Monday, May 29th Lexington Bl owfish Basebal

through Lexington County Baseball

Friday, August 11th For more information, Vvisi
gobl owfi shbaseball . com.

Saturday, July 1st Gui ded Purple Martin Tours

through 7 to 9pm&flLamdd alge

Friday, August 25th For more informda0®dbn call

Saturday, July 1st L a
P a
t o
Saturday, July 1st L a
St
Fi
Dr
be
bo
Monday, July 3rd St
Sa
Co
Fo
Monday, July 3rd Lexington County Bl owfi sh Bugvb‘}ly$l‘.lbl]9:]’1.ﬁes
through Games st artf i @eivo0 K
Tuesday, July 4th July 3rd @ 6:45pm i e CO0g
For more infor mat
www. gobl owfi shbas
Tuesday, July 4th 59t h Lexington County Peach Festival
Gil bert, South Caroli
Parade starts @ 9: 30 t ar t @ 1
For more information
www. | exi ngtoncountyp m.
Friday, July 14th Twilight in the Garde : ;
through Waterfall Junction @ Ri - Twilight, 2D
Friday, August 11th Starts-F@iampms only .-inthe'Garder_)'
For more information T — 0
Friday, August 4th Brew at the Zoo @ Riv
7 to 9:30pm
For more information
WWWTr i ver banatshzemrog/ br ew
Friday, August 11th 35th SC Peanut Party in Pet¢
through Pelion, South Carolina
Saturday, August 12th For more information go t
www. scpelionpeanutparty.c
Monday, August 21st Solar 17 @ Lake Murray S@LAnii
Lake Murray will havBhitdheevant @ Lake M kKghg a
pl aade both park sites on eithe uiag t he
For more informa®40n calll (80, Do -
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The History of the Signing of the
Declaration of Independence

| ,@ g? With the Revolutionary War in full swing, the movement for independ
=W ¢ from Britain had grown, and delegates of the Continental Copgress
faced with a vote on the issue. On JuneVitgihiedelegate Rlchard
Henry Lee introduced a moti on c a
the Continental Congress when it mePanhttsylvaniBtate House (Ia'.ter
Independence Hall) in Philadelphia. Amid heated debate,; Congt
cpostponed the vote on Leebs resolution and call e
-also appointed a fiman commitiaacluding homas Jeffersoh VirginiaJohn Adamsf Massachuse,ttRoger
'Sherman d@onnecticuBenjamin Frankdh Pennsylvania and Robert R. Livingston of Newdhdtla formal
. statement justifying the break with Great Britain. A

.Jef ferson had earned a reputation as an el oq:uen1
-Vlew of the Rights of British America, 0 and-he
¢ Declaration of Independence. Considering Congress's busy schedule, Jefferson probably had Ilrmted tim
. . over the next seventeen days, and likely wrote the draft quickly. As Jefferson drafted it, the Declaration of Ii
.was divided into five sections, including an introduction, a preamble, a body (divided into two sectlons) and
In general terms, the introduction effectively stated that seeking independence from

'Brltaln had become fAinecessaryo 7 ; es
. The Continental Congressnvened on July 1, and the following day 12y ]UL‘f As
:colonies adopted Leebds resol utif), nde

cand revision of Jeffersono6s dec

sof July 4, during which Congress deleted and revised-fftimef atsete> “ 0

.Congress officially adopted the Declaration of Independence later or %} aic

. they voted. The signatures of the delegates were not needed to make~ il

' handwritten copy of the Declaration of Independence that was S|gner
+is dated July 4, 1776. The signaturessof fitiegates are affixed; howevp..

Zexact date when each person signed it has long been the subject oh

:bestknown version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is popularly regarded as the official docun?]ent is

°the National Archives in Washington, DC. This engrossed copy was ordered by Congress on July 19 and s

« primarily on August 2. .

O.;.. oooooooo_..oo'oooou.oo
>
c
N

In CONGRESS. Joty u izw. The first and most famous signature on the engrossed coEpy was

e snan mons Seclantion e .o States of Mmerica,  0fJONN HancocRresident of the Continental Congress. Two futurs
e = presidentsThomas JeffersandJohn Adamsand a father and

greafgrandfather of two other presidgeng(in Harrigonerd
among the signatoriedward Rutled@gge 26) was the youngest
signer, anBenjamin Franklage 70) was the oldest signer. ¢
As the first formal statement
to choose their own government, the Declaration of Independe
became a significant landmark in the history of dem§)cracy.
addition to its importance in the fate of the fledgling Amerjcan na

= e T e AT L e A ey
’..._._.x_ﬁ_.._,_“ e e e v

gr:;:}_?z:;;rn“ e sae= it also exerted a tremendous influence outside the United Stal
“":f‘;, pm Sz B == most memorably in France duririreheh Revoluticfogether
== "S- — 7%= with the Constitution and Biik of Rightsthe Declaration: of
s ’j;_; %ﬁ &%"-’4 Independence can be counted as one of the three essentjal foun
BEETOSSSR documents of the United States government.
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Makes Wait Times for Patients |JTr
New online tool first off i

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is taking unprecedented steps to increaseheandgaasnayncijed

a new Access and Quality Tool that provides Veterans withuse, easyo-understand way of accessing fgatient

wait time and quality of care data. This tool not only provides Veterans with more information alfout V/

increases accountability and ensures the VA is held to a higher standard.

AVeterans must have access to information at

this type of information on wait ti mes. al |
The tool allows Veterans to access the average times patients are waiting to be seen in their localfarea; |

quality data website in the hemighindustry.
AThis tool i's another example of thh e

r Word Searc

Veterans are still needed to lead
the Pledge of Allegiance at County
Council meetings on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of the month. County
Council meetings start at 4:30pm,
so please be present around

4:15pm.

-
|

Contact the office at-8838400, if you are interested

The office would like to thank David Pelley, Alan
Shoemaker, David Kerr and Jerome Butler. These
individuals volunteered their time to say the
Pledge of Allegiance during the months of

May and June.
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w family sun beach June |
summer hot pool July
S vacation fun swimming August
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https://www.va.gov/opa/bios/docs/shulkin.pdf
http://www.accesstocare.va.gov/

Lexington County Veterans Group

IAII Lexington County Veterans are invited to attend the weekly meeti
a The group meets weekly on Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 noon i

auditorium at 605 West Main Street in Lexington. The group meets
I Health Issues and PTSD counseling with a licensed counselor.

The Veterans group also participates in various social activities su
m group lunches, group dinners with wives/significant other, boat trip
Lake Murray, participation in the Lexington County Veterans parade
Iother general group tours.

" Due to the construction in the building, the group is currently meeting off site at different locatior’s.
Please check their website for the location of the meeting for that week. I

4
3

For further information, please visit their I
website at lexcoveteransgroup.com or
contact our office at 8037858400. m

Wo r

There wil/l be no workshops i

The next meeting wild/l be on

|l nf or mati on on VA home Loans and how

Any Veteran who wants t their VA |l oan guar
(COETThe Vekelander needs COE in order to have

Current pTrhoecreessar e t hree to apply for a COE

1. The weasiest and [ i Itto tagpkpd sy jthhstoua
generally can be i the Veteran.
2. Alternatively and

and apply electroni VA hosted
3.Last option (if the first not possib
application, then mail it Post to the

For more i nformati on o RS 8v3A6-8hlo3nke. | o0 an
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Li st of Commoni| Al b |
( Recurring) Med|l catsgEhx pelns
for an I niti al I-DlamemeAgp In
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