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605 WEST MAIN STREET
SUI'TE 101

LEXI NGTON, S.C. 2907
8am to 5pm

Monday through Fri dé¢

At-a-Glance Calendar/From the Director

TELEPHONE: (8®3)0 785

National Guard & Reservists Benefits

FAX(:803) -0718155

On This Day in History

TOLEREETELEPHONE NUMBER

Ft. Jackson Centennial Celebration

VA Life Insurance

Lexington Main Office: -84(®D
From Batesburg/Leesville: -848RP
From Chapin: -0ZB3m

Final Rule on Camp Lejeune Benefits

Happenings Around Lexington County

The History of the Great Seal of the US

VA Home Loans & Certificates of Eligibility

Memorial Day Activities in Lexington Count

News Tidbits from the VA

Featured Medal




For a list of events in
Lexington County for
May and June

Weekly on Tuesdays in
May

Thursday, May 4th
Friday, May 5th

Saturday, May 6th

Tuesday, May 9th

Wednesday, May 10th

Saturday, May 13th

Sunday, May 14th
Friday, May 19th

Saturday, May 20th

Tuesday, May 23rd
Monday, May 29th

Weekly on Tuesdays in
June

Thursday, June 1st
Friday, June 2nd

Friday, June 9th

Saturday, June 10th
through Saturday, June 17th

Tuesday, June 13
Wednesday, June 14th
Sunday, June 18th
Wednesday, June 21st
Tuesday, June 27th

See page }5Happenings Around
Lexington County

Lexington County Veterans Group
Meeting from 10am to 12 noon

Gaston Outreach

American Legion Revitalization
10am 2pm AL Post 6, Columbia

American Legion Revitalization
10am 2pm AL Post 6, Columbia

County Council Meeting

Confederate Memorial Day
County Offices Closed

Dangt Doll Workshop
For more information see page 18
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church

Veterans Fair 10a@pm
Mot her 6s Day

Operation Stand De&ee flyer on
page 15

Armed Forces Day
Informational Seminar at Thompso
Funeral Hordesee flyer on page 13

County Council Meeting

Memorial Day
See page 21 for list of activities
County Offices Closed

Lexington County Veterans Group
Meeting from 10am to 12 noon

Gaston Outreach

Chapin Outreach
Ft. Jackson 100th Anniversary
See page 8 for more information

Batesburg/Leesville Outreach

NACVSO Conference in-O&Arecto
out/office on limited staff

County Council Meeting
Flag Day

Fat her és Day
Summer Begins

County Council Meeting

Purplé Holidays/Special Days
Blué® Outreach dates
Re@d County Offices Closed,

No van scheduled and Special NoticesOrangd Director Out of Office
a p fseeedrLeximgtoa £ounty Weteransh(

Black Di r ect or 6 s
County

Brown County Council Meetings
Pinld Special Events throughout
County

Meetings
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Wednesda
appoi nt me

volunteering

Mortgage help for homeowners.

The U.S. Department of Treasury, in partnership vith
the SC State Housing Finance and Developent
Authority and SC Housing Corp., has made over $295
million available to help eligible South Carclna

homeowners avoid serious first mortgije

delinquency and foreclosures.

Qualifications

SC Help is intended to assist borrowers who are
facing first mortgage delinquency or possiole

foreclosure. There is no household income limit he
property must be an owner occupied primary residznce,
applicants must have a minimum 24 mohs

homeownership history and applicants do NOT hiwve
to be delinquent.

How to Apply

Applicants are encouraged to apply electronicaly at:

www.schelp.com. Applicants without the internet nay
call 18554357472, toll free number for assistar ce.
There is NO FEE required at any point during the sC
HELP process.

or ol der or
to drive t
t he7®98BH4i00e at

RN HHRRNNX)

May is National Blood

Pressure Month!

June is National
Hunger Awareness
Month!

Hunger Awareness
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: ON THIS"DAYIN HISTORY | H® §

ols L]

" Did you know that the following events occurrEEed

May 5, 19&1an Shepard became the first American in space. “
May 6, 193¥he German airship, the Hindenburg, burst into flameﬁdﬂov@

voyage.

May 7, 190%e British passenger &hipfdétas torpedoed by a Germam

t~ \Alarld \Aar | H

off the coast of Ireland. The attack hastened neutral America's entry i *
@ $
May 10, 18@%he newly constructed tracks of the Union Pacific and Ce KENTUCKY Y6
were first linked at Promontory Point, Utah, with a golden spike. DERBY $
L]
May 14, 160The first permanent English settlement in America as at EE
Jamestown, Virginia. + *
=/ $
May 17, 187he first Kentucky Derby horse race took place at Churchill T, . sville,
Kentucky. Red Cross

JJ— -
May 18, 198unt St. Helens volcano erupted in southwestern Washirj¢

May 21, 18Bie American Red Cross was founded by Clara Barton.
May 27, 1937 San Francisco, the Golden Gate Bridge was opened.

June 4, 198%Bhe Chinese government ordered its troops to open fire dn ur
in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China.

4+ June 6, 1943Day, began as Allied forces landed in Normandy, Francd.
June 11, 19%@erican football coach Vince Lombardi was born in Broo

June 14, 174@hn Adams introduced a resolution before Congress mahda
flag. This anniversary is celebrated each year in the U.S. as Flag Day

174

June 18, 1988. Sally Ride, became the first American woman in spac

June 20, 178Zhe U.S. Congress officially adopted the Great Seal dfptae '.'““*‘ “*2ia8 of
America. '

June 25, 18MBeneral George AaGaskexd an encampment of Sioux Indi
Bighorn River in Montana. This became known as 'Custer's Last Stan

June 28, 19T8e signing of the Treaty of Versailles formally ended Wofld ‘\/ar | ¢
Vote at 18 i
June 30, 197he 26&mendmienthe U.S. Constitution was enacted, grajti B i o
vote in all federal, state and local elections to American citizens 18 ydar”’ ecomes H

' U.S. Law %
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VA Modernization I nitiative R|edLuL
for Vett€EFran®sayves Future Taxpaye

The Department of Veterans Affairs (V)
paper records, which wil!/ save taxpayapged
that currently houses these records.
Thi s fmepext r @®pt 0oass ensures that whem|a c

el ectronic record is a®Gr ecaodmyp ud e ai |saybslftee mk
processing time for benefit c¢claims from Veterans |and
or suppl ement al cl ai m, if a medical condition hafl wc
to a central sité gystsemn beftor @ heorVkKA woul d begi n| on
Nearly 2 million inactive files were housed in 3% re
April 14, 2017 more than 500,000 files have been |col
records have been digitized, the VA wil -t errnc hstv@gr aagr
saf ekeeping. The agency plans to remove and scan]|pap
by the end of 2018.
Over t he past five year s, t he VA has mad e confgert
compensation and pension cl ai msd c8hecetic2fg2pf 3B7|6 mb
have been scanned, i ndexed & nal eueptlracardiscd pr at es sheqg agy
Benefits Management System. I n fiscal 2016, the NA |
than 5.1 million Veterans and family members, totlal]i
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http://www.accesstocare.va.gov/

VA L/ fe [ nsurance

tAs part of our mission to serve Service member s
:valuable |life insurance benefits to give you=the
:is protected.i flehda nAlrance programs wer e deveEIop1
Efamily given the extraordinary risks involved in
EBenefit Descriptions, Eligibility Requirements,
:Service Members'’ Group iLS f a&c ol smtw ugrraonucpe t(exGrL Il)i=f e
:for service members. Coverage can be extende@ f C
:di sabl ed atCosvepargaet iicsn.aut omatic for most acts ve
Eand Nati onal Guard members scheduled to perform
=3 j v L |members of t he Commi ssioned Corps o]
\,5 LJAt mospheric Administration and thé&é P
:E" gy '{midshipmen of the U.S. military acad
544 , 1 SGLV 8286 to designate beneficiarises,
St fcoverage. |

Vet erans' Group Lifeel llohnvurVdetcer § vV&SLTL D
] y-SGL I t o a <civilian program of I i:f et
i ‘separation Beomiser memeétir me wsG&h!l f ad Ve
i el igible to convert SGLI to VGLI afte
need to complete form SGLV 8714. .

Family Service Me mber s Gr oupi nliufre s
*'spouses and children of Service members withiSGI
ithe service member's coverage. Dependent chheédr
:term |ife insurance coverage i s automaticaily
:service members insured under SGLI. Use for m=: SGI
scoverage .

ESerV|ce Me mber s’ Group Life I nsurancei sTramumadt @r
ifeature of SGL I t hat provi des payment s to =ser
amputations, bl indness, and paraplegia,AUUesEEov
:members insured by SGLI are automatically <cover
benefit, complete for SGLV 8600. .

EServ-DicsabIed Vet er ans'-DYipfreo vlindseusr alnic rsanc
icoverage t o Vet er ans wh o have bee v = a

:servciocnenected disability in the | ast 3 rEs.
el igible for free coverage and have orti
Einsurance. This i nssigranicee i me mhvearid a s T el
“from active duty under other than di B bil e
:AND have been granted service conne (i r= an
twi t hin the | ast t wo year s, AND ar e = he
i:connected conditions may be eligihbl S o Rhis
scomplete VA3IGHrm 29 AR

EVeterans' Mortgage Ligreoviinbeus amoet &&kl ) ifelin
*di sabl ed Veterans who have been approved foft a
tVMLI is available to Veterans who received a S/
imortgage on the home. You wou836@36Geed to compIEete
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g
Saturday, May 20

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Thompson Funeral Home
4720 Augusta Road, Lexington

Join us for a free informational seminar and

luncheon to learn more about resources for

veterans and their spouses, and get answers
to veterans’ issues and questions.

Presenters include the following:

« Ed Lundeen, Director of Veterans Affairs
in Lexington County

« Cristina Roberson, Caregiver Support
Coordinator for Dorn Medical Center

» Haylee Anderson, for First Light Home
Care

. Brian Gargis, Funeral Director and
Cremation Specialist for Thompson
Funeral Home

For additional information, or to register for this
event, please contact Mary Beth 803-996-1023 or
info@thompsonsfuneral.com.
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Presumptive service connection f=zZor
contaminants in the water supplyz at
of a current di sease on the pr&sun
records or ot her of ficial servimoe
Lejeune during the period of congd am

= As

= i

= a HOME OF

= FXPEDmQNA

=commi t m Sl A
=regul at ry 8 a
Tservice fo el g I %S 0C
Texposure to contaminants i mheheuwetbecameppéiyftact
=Based on evidence from several i nternationakly
TAcademi es of Science, VA determined there I3 S
establish a presumption of service connecti &n L
tCamp Lejeune and the occurrence of eight healkth
*The eight presumptive diseases are

= adult | eukemi a

'ﬂ aplastic anemia and other myelodysplastic szynd
= bl adder cancer

= ki dney cancer

= | i ver cancer

= mul tiple myel oma

= nolHodgdkilny mphoma

= Par ktsnsddrmsease

tThe VA wil!.l not l'imit entitlement to active zdut
treserve and National Guard members who serv=xd
=bet ween August 1, 1953 and December 31, 1987

=l n addition, the VA wil|l establish a presumpg i o
tserved at Camp Lejeune during this period a=mmd
disabled during the relevant period of servi£e |
Tpur poses

OWords are even more hi
for the sight before us is that of a strong and good natic

that stands in silence and remembers

those who were loved and who, in return, , 40
oved their countrymen : s £ o
-Ronald Reagan -
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.6—Homeless Veterans—3) ¢
Telamon (Corporation

* W %

OPERATION

' STAND DOWN )
==

| — — —

II *ay 19th, 20_1_5 l

10am—2pm | Lunch at 12 Noon | Registration starts at 9am

FREE TO VETERANS: * Job Resources
+ Food/Clothing Vouchers

BRING YOUR + Blankets/Hygiene ltems

V A ]]) + HIV Testing and much more
This event is open to al veterans who are homeless or at-risk of homelessmess

Ceeid Tillis Center
9111 Simpkins Ln, Columbia, SC 29204
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 883.156.7411

X X




Thursday, May 4th
through
Thursday, May 25th

Saturday, May 6th

Sunday, May 7th

Thursday, May 11th
through
Saturday, May 13th

Saturday, May 13th

Saturday, May 20th

Saturday, May 20th

Monday, May 29th
through
Friday, August 11th

Friday, June 9th
through
Friday, August 11th

Saturday, June 10th

Friday, June 23rd

Happenings Around

During the Mont hs
Rhythm and Blooms

Riverbanks Zoo Botanical Garden; Thursdafysmalpm
For more information, visit their website at riverbanks.orgg> L.

or call 803798717.

Pickindéd & Pigginé

Saluda Shoals Park; 11am to 2:30pm

For more information, visit their website at icrc-péagtpickin
or call 803315208.

Spring Open House :
At the Lexington County Musztorb pm For more informa,
visit their website atdexcom or call 88398369.

SC Poultry Festival
Main Street, Leesville; 8am to 10pm
For more information, visit their website at scpoultryfestival.c

Lexington Wine Walk on Main
Icehouse Amphitheater, West Main Street; 6 to 10pm w
For more information, visit their website at lexingtonwiney

Ultimate Challenge Mud Run
Valley Ridge Road, Gaston; 8:30am to 12pm
For more information, cal488541.

Step into Spring Craft Show Extravaganza & Silent Auction
Lexington Middle School (Cafeteria); 9am to 2pm
Benefits Pal metto Health Ch
For more information, visit their website at eventbrite.com.

Lexington Blowfish Baseball Season
Lexington County Baseball Stadium; Games start at 7pm
For more information, visit their website at goblowfishbaseb

Twilight in the Garden

Riverbanks Zoo Botanical Gardeays onh6 to 8 pm

For more information, visit their website at riverbanks.org
or call 803798717.

AMurders and Mysterieso W
Hosted by the Lexington County Museum
Downtown Lexington; 8pm For more information, visit th ..
website lezo.com or call 88398369.

Lake Murray Troop Appreciation Fishing Derby S/ ?%‘:,_,
‘<z TROOPD

>

&g APPRECIATION
4 FISHING DERBY
©9060

Johnson Marina Road, Chapin; 8am to 5pm
For more information, visit their website at lakemurraycountry
or call 868090066.

Lexi ngt|on

of

Spring
Arts&
Crafts

Show

Twilight 2
sinthe Garden -

Select Summer Evenings @ 6:007

&

pita
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http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/shield.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/eagle.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/olives.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/arrows.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/glory.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/cloud.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/stars.html
http://www.greatseal.com/mottoes/unum.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/pyramid.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/eye.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/glory.html
http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/MDCCLXXVI.html
http://www.greatseal.com/mottoes/coeptis.html
http://www.greatseal.com/mottoes/seclorum.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLzrnX7LXTAhVPySYKHczRD_QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Forthodoxruminations.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F10%2F03%2Fthe-great-seal-of-the-united-states%2F&psig=AFQjCNHb0XEN2_

Lexington County Veterans Group

IAII Lexington County Veterans are invited to attend the weekly meetings.
= group meets weekly on Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 noon in the auditoriu
605 West Main Street in Lexington. The group meets for Health Issues and
I counseling with a licensed counselor.
The Veterans group also participates in various social activities such as
mlunches, group dinners with wives/significant other, boat trips on Lake Mu
Iparticipation in the Lexington County Veterans parade and other general group
tours.

Congratulations to the group as they celebrated their
- 10th anniversary on March 10th.

|
For further information, please visit their
website at lexcoveteransgroup.com or I
contact our office at 8037858400.
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really count

There wil/ be no wor kshops

|l nf or mati on on VA home Loans and how

Any Veteran who wants t heir VA | oan guar

t
( COETThe Ve®delander needs COE in order to have

Current pTrhoecreessar e t hree to apply for a COE

1. The easiest and [ [ Itto tagpkpd s jthhstoua
generally can be i the Veteran.
2. Alternatively and

and apply electroni VA hosted
3.Last option (if the first not possib
application, then mail it Post to the

For more i nformati on o0 RS 8v3A6-8hlo3nke. | o0 an
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( Recurring) Med|l caf pelns
for an I niti al Cl aheme AP In
The |1 st bel ow shows rec rn n&be\/% £|0| V\/aall
expenses for the initial dl |'mn%p|blssc ] 9
benefits. The-i nclsusiive mmtd anIuM'{\ Ge _
unrei mbursed by insurancfl.f ahey@nmyuspr bl ag
the applicant and are usjpd to cadece ut .
that exceeds the VA income Hami yas f e b

Medi care Part B Pr emi ums That numbdr
Medi care Part D Premi ums 1-8 7-38-1618

I nsurance Premiums for supgfl emBratml tmedis pinyi ks
Home Health Services

O~NO OlLh WN P

Assisted Living Facility Sdrvices £2
Nursing Home Services ﬂﬂ—Y
Long Term Care Insurance P Y
Medi cal Monitoring Program|J(like <t
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Depart ment of Defense Announces
Regarding Discharges and Mi l

The Department of Defense (DOD) has
ensure Veterans are aware of the opp:
military records revi ewed. Througt
engagement wid herVecer amisgani zati ons
organi zations, and other out si de gr «
i ndi vidual Veterans, the DOD encour a
have experienced an error or injuwst.:i
Correction of Military/ Naval Records o
t announcement , the DOD is reaffirming
h a status of all individuals that are el
Il n the past few year s, t he DOD has itsrsauvendatg i d
di sorder (PTSD), asdovie | As ks Dmdell irceypeaande di t s pred
Addi tionally, suppl ement al gui dance for separat.i
being considered. The DOD is reviewing and consc
DO@B commitment to ensuring fair and equitabl e r e
di scharge or other correction iIs the result of F
consideration, the DOD is committed to rectifyi]
dignity and respect.
Vet erans are encouraged to apply for review | f
believe their discharge was unjust, erroneous, O
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"PROTECTING OUR SENIORS
FROM FRAUD & EXPLOITATION"

COMMUNITY PANEL DISCUSSIONS

MODERATED BY DR. MACIE SMITH

Key Stakeholders Will Be Participating on the Panel:

~South Carofina Department of Social Services
Adull Protective Services (APS)
~South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED)
-Souwth Caraolina Bar
-Deparunant of Consumer ARairs
Lt Govemor's Office on Aging
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