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YOUR VA OFFI
ED LUNDEEN
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9[ ' b5994H K[®9 h a
DI RECTOR
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605 WEST MAIN STREET
SUI'TE 101

LEXI NGTON, S.C. 2907
8am to 5pm

Monday through Fri dé¢

At-a-Glance Calendar/From the Director

TELEPHONE: (8®3)0 785

Special Monthly Compensation

FAX(:803) -0718155

VA Work Study Allowance

On the Job Apprenticeship Training Programs

On This Day in Hist

3

6 TOLEREETELEPHONE NUMBER
Lexington Main Office: -84(®D
From Batesburg/Leesville: -848RP
From Chapin: -0ZB3m

Happenings in Lexington County

Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment

The History of Mount Rushmore

Forever Gl Bill

VA Caregiver Support Resumes

Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin

Featured Medal

M%




For a list of events in
Lexington County for
September & October

Weekly on Tuesdays in
September

Friday, September 1st
Monday, September 4th

See page }3Happenings Arounq

Lexington County

Lexington County Veterans Gro
Meeting from 10am to 12 noon

Chapin Outreach

Labor Day

County Office Closed

Wednesday, September6th Amer i cads Warr
through Friday, September 8tlsymposium

Friday, September 8th
Saturday, September 9th

Sunday, September 10th
Monday, September 11th
Tuesday, September 12th

VA Community Mental Health S

(more information on page 24)

Dangt Doll Workshop
(more information on page 9)

Grandparents Day

Patriot Day

County Council Meeting

Wednesday, September 13thThompsonés Vet

Friday, September 15th
Thursday, September 21st

Friday, September 22nd
Tuesday, September 26th
Friday, September 29th

Weekly on Tuesdays in
October

Thursday, October 5th
Friday, October 6th
Saturday, October 7th

(more information on page 20)

Tunnel to Tower 5k Run & Wal

(more information on page 17)

Bl ue St ar Mot h

(more information on page 27

Autumn Begins

County Council Meeting

American Legion Convention

Lexington County Veterans Gro
Meeting from 10am to 12 noon

Gaston Outreach
Chapin Outreach

AUSA Conference

through Tuesday, October 10th

Monday, October 9th
Tuesday, October 10th

Tuesday, October 10th
through Friday, October 13th
Saturday, October 14th

Monday, October 16th
Tuesday, October 17th

Tuesday, October 24th

Tuesday, October 31st

Columbus Day
County Council Meeting
SCACVAQO fall Conference

Dangt Doll Workshop
(more information on page 9)

National Bosses Day

(more information on page 10)
United Nations Day

As autumn approaches South Carolina, ar
reminded of the beginning of school, footbali#iSeast
and cooler weather. Let us be mindful and ray
fror ur itund%nrtsS rtelachers, bus drivergianc
administrators. It is also & time of harvesting Dple
pumpkins and other crops. It is my favorite e
YEar because of these things and it also lea@Siup
Veterans Day, a day that has special meaillg f

me.

Please remember our Lexington County Brar
Group meets weekly in our building from 1088 to
noon on Tuesdays. One Tuesday per mo the
meet at a local restaurant for socializati@iR an
gaqqgrader\iﬁo e\nK_pq)]ngrgbly discharged Vdi@lan
we is grou

The building renovation is coming along nicgi§ianc
is beginning to take shape. The entire facgl@f th
flant of fhe uiding &as peen;changed g
store front to an office front. It looks very erel
and additional public entrances to the buil al
forthcoming. Please note the construction BNC
have changed to this building and are labe wi
signage to indicate how to enter the buildingiife s
anticipate moving into our new office complg la
November/early December time frame. loo
forward to a new facility to better serve our ran

It is an honor to serve & )
Lexington County!

CALENDAR KEY

come to join t

Purpld Holidays/Special Daysin |3 Special Events
Blu@ Outreach dates throughout the County

Red County Offices Closed)rangd Director Out of Office
No van scheduled and Speti@led Lexington County

Notices Veterans Group Meetings
Military Hiring Fair @ Ft. Jacks¢iBlacBDi r ect or 6 s appearances

inthe County

Browd County Council

Meetings

County Council Meeting
Halloween




Speci al Mont hl

The U. S. Depart mento(¥A) VE&perca
Compensation (SMC) program ma
addition to, or instead of, y O 3 .
l oss (or l oss of use of) a | U.IS.D(,l)ﬁI"[-Hlt-\ll!l
sexual organ or functioning, of Veterans Affairs
di sabilities. You may al so be
|l eave your house or bed witho
from another person in your da
SMC is given for some especi al
addi tional di sability pay in <c
not enough.
Unl i ke disability <co
SMC compensatescyoom
i nconvenience and
of the most compl ex VA progr ams.
even expert édbemefMetsercaanns f i nd it
alone i f you find the SMC progr a
There are different categories t
SMC. Each one has different requi
gualify for SMC under that categ
any category, it must be det er mi
There are about 60 | evelio,lOf MEIME
olf you get SMC, the VA will tell
[ Some of thebéeween kctavebsyi avsilia
b o a the |l etter. The 2017 rates for
mont h F compl et e | iwsmwi. be nfedri ttshes aSM®
There S e specific terminology relating
l1i Loss o ss of Use i s described as &eithe
function of an extremity or organ. The disa
B 1l oss, or loss of wuse, of a hand or
B i mmobility of a joint or paralysis
B 1 oss of sight of an eye (having only
B 1 oss, or loss of use, of reproduct.i
R complete loss, or | oss J - A
R deafness of both ears *“ c 0
bone conducti on)
Rinability to communi ca (g5 (coc
organic aphoni a) .
B 1l oss of a percentage of|g B s
or bot h breast s, from r a
treat ment
Continued on page 4



https://www.vets101.org/glossary_item.aspx?item-id=5208
https://www.vets101.org/glossary_item.aspx?item-id=5598
http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/SMC.%20
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJS2qp_gv8gCFQKVgAodyGwN-A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thepennyhoarder.com%2F12-best-ways-make-extra-money-2015%2F&psig=AFQjCNGs9pNlnyj9kmVKeJ55OOKqmNCU2A&ust=14448
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCM7yyfHfv8gCFYqNDQodq0QK-A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthemilitarywallet.com%2Fva-disability-pay-rates-rise%2F&psig=AFQjCNHYPOq0cyGpfZF9jNrxT8_Sz9ACtQ&ust=1444835996910
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMThqd7fv8gCFZPvgAodgh4LNw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbenefits.va.gov%2FBENEFITS%2Ffactsheets.asp&bvm=bv.104819420,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHYPOq0cyGpfZF9jNrxT8_Sz9ACtQ&ust=14
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http://www.lowes.com/
http://www.lowes.com/military
http://www.lowes.com/
http://www.lowes.com/military
http://www.lowes.com/military
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg0aqdycLUAhXMOiYKHR2FDEQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lowes.com%2Fl%2Flogos.html&psig=AFQjCNGqkmWa_yvNUwkYCSEF9dFXOqkYqw&ust=1497709606536072
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOrs1vzfv8gCFYOBDQodVwsMyg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcck-law.com%2Fveteran-law%2Fspecial-monthly-compensation&psig=AFQjCNHYPOq0cyGpfZF9jNrxT8_Sz9ACtQ&ust=1444835996

Wednesda
appoi nt me

or ol der or
volunteering to drive t
the7®BAi00e at

IHHNRRRNH RN

SC ’; ELP September is National

Mortgage help for homeowners.

Mushroom Month!
The U.S. Department of Treasury, in partnership vith
the SC State Housing Finance and Develop e
Authority and SC Housing Corp., has made over $2
million available to help eligible South Carcln
homeowners avoid serious first mortgije
delinquency and foreclosures.
Qualifications

SC Help is intended to assist borrowers who are

facing first mortgage delinquency or possble  y~tgher is National

foreclosure. There is no household income limit the

property must be an owner occupied primary residznce, I
applicants must have a minimum 24 mohs Pretzel Month-

homeownership history and applicants do NOT hiwve
to be delinquent.
How to Apply .
Applicants are encouraged to apply electronically a
www.schelp.com. Applicants without the internet nia
call 18554357472, toll free number for assistar ce. |
There is NO FEE required at any point during the 5C
HELP process.



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMPZ3-b9zsgCFcG-gAodkmIF-A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdwallpapersos.com%2Fmark-calendar-clip-art-free.html&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGyBlDi-pqKVkmk64_oE7L
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL-Xzo7_zsgCFQ_xgAodfe0MCw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicalmasquers.org%2Fvolunteer%2F&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHxR2wuKkVOjx8RrrHWDsPbZLSfqA&ust=14453598013
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHtd-N-dnVAhWI5SYKHe0XAoYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.davison.com%2Fblog%2F2012%2F04%2F26%2Fthe-twisted-history-of-the-pretzel%2F&psig=AFQjCNEg9AXLGyhjYNpHwTwKC42v

VA Work -Study Allowance

If you are a fulttime or 3/4time student in a college degree, vocational, or professional program, yo can
oearn while you iswdysllowanceei t h a VA wor Kk

The VA workstudy allowance is available to persons training on a-tirthe or % time basis under the followi }o

programs: ;

T Post9/11 GI B#l(38 U.S.C. Chapter 33) (Veterans and transieentitlement recipients)

Montgomery Gl Bilt Active Duty (38 U.S.C. Chapter 30)

REAP Participants

Montgomery Gl Bilt Selected Reserve (10 U.S.C. Chapter 1606)

PostVietnam Era Veterans' Educational Assistance Program (38 U.S.C. Chapter 32) ;

Dependent s6 Educational Assistance Program ( 38 |

Eligible dependents under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 35 may use-studty only while training in a State. :

National Call to Service Participants

T Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Program (38 U.S.C. Chapter 31)

The VA will select students for the weskudy program based on different factors. Such factors include: ;

T Ability of the student to complete the worstudy contract before the end of his or her eI|g|b|I|ty ito
education benefits ;

T Job availability within normal commuting distance to the student

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 -4 -4

The number of applicants selected will depend on the availability of-k&%ated work at your school or at V
facilities in your area. Veterans with servicennected disabilities of at least 30% may be given priofity
consideration. You will earn an hourly wage equal to the Federal minimum wage or your State minithum
wage, whichever is greater. If you are in a weskudy job at a college or university, your school may pay you
the difference between the amount the VA pays and the amount the school normally pays other \stuty
students doing the same job as you. You may elect to be paid in advance for 40% of the number of h@urs i
your work-study agreement, or for 50 hours, whichever is less. After you have completed the hours covéred |
your first payment, the VA will pay you each time you complete 50 hours of ser@Bebiweekly, whichevef
comes first. You may work during or between periods of enrollment. You can arrange with the VA to work any
number of hours you want during your enroliment. However, the total number of hours you work canng be
more than 25 times the number of weeks in your enrollment period. -

Services you perform under a VA wodtudy program must be related to VA work. Examples of accept Ie

work are:

1 The preparation and processing of necessary papers and other documents at educational |nst|tut|ons

T Any activity at a VA facility

T Any activity at Department of Defense, Coast Guard, or National Guard facilities relating to the
administration of Chapters 1606 or 1607 of Title 10 U.S.C.

1 Any activity of a State Veterans agency related to providing assistance to Veterans in obtaining any b nefl
under Title 38, U.S.C. or the laws of the State

1 A position working in a Center for Excellence for Veteran Student Success, as established under 2 0 u.
1161t, which purpose is to support and coordinate academic, financial, physical, and social needs of Vete
students

1 A position working in a cooperative program carried out jointly by the VA and an Institution of Hid her
Learning

T Any Veteransrelated position in an Institution of Higher Learnlng, such as: (1) Assisting with disse |nat|c
of general information regarding Veteran benefits and/or services; (2) Providing assistance to Vitera
students with general inquiries about Veteran benefits via phone, email, or in person; or (3) Mamt ining
and organizing Veterarrelated files. .

The work you actually do will depend on your interests and the type of work available.

You may apply for the Student WorStudy Allowance Program by completing VA Form -B591 and mallln
it to the VA Regional Processing Office that handles your education claim, or visit www.gibill.va.gov or y dU ca
call them at their toltfree number, 41888 GIBILI-1(18884424551). :
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Lexington County Veterans Group

IAII Honorably Discharged Lexington County Veterans are invited

a attend the weekly meetings. The group meets weekly on Tuesdays
10 am to 12 noon in the auditorium at 605 West Main Street in Lexin
The group meets for Health Issues and PTSD counseling with a i
counselor.

m The Veterans group also participates in various social activities su
group lunches, group dinners with wives/significant other, boat trip
Lake Murray, participation in the Lexington County Veterans parade
other general group tours.

|

Due to the construction in the building, the group is currently meeting off site at different locations.

I Please check their website for the location of the meeting for that week.

For further information, please visit their I
website at lexcoveteransgroup.com or
contact our office at 8037858400. .

Da nigt

Saturday, September 9t h
from 10am to 3pm at the Cayce Mason

somet hing forsevkeeyone
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There is

|l nf or mati on on VA home Loans and how

Any Veteran who wants t their VA |l oan guar
(COETThe Vekelander needs COE in order to have

Current pTrhoecreessar e t hree to apply for a COE
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generally can be i by the Veteran.
2. Alternatively and depl eant gat et e it afe
and apply electroni ugh a VA hosted
3.Last option (if the first are not possib
application, then mail it u. S. Post to the
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HIRING FAIR
CAREER EVENT

Personal Branding e Hiring Fair ¢ Career Planning

A%
X, MILITARY

Date and Time Location:
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 Fort Jackson Solomon Center
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 6510 Strom Thurmond Blvd.
Fort Jackson, SC 29207

This hiring event is being conducted by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, the Columbia Chamber, the Department of
Labor's Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (DOL VETS), the South Carolina Committee of the Employer Support for
Guard and Reserve (ESGR), The American Legion, SC DEW, SC Works, NBC News, and other local partners.

A Hiring Our Heroes job seeker employment workshop is led by HR and workforce professionals and covers a variety of topics
including resume building, networking, and interview tips, taking into account the job seeker’s military background and lifestyle.
Hiring Our Heroes digital tools, including the Resume Engine, are also integrated into the workshop curriculum. The workshop
begins at 8:30 a.m.

Questions? Contact elombardi@uschamber.com.
REGISTRATION LINK: https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/event/fort-jacksoncolumbia-hiring-fair

Employers and Military Job Seekers
register at

HiringOurHeroes.org

¢" COLUMBIA
HIRING OUR  ouromes \$,/ CHAMBER

AN =
HERG= Bl ESSGR 91 NBC NEWS
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E know that the following events occurredj

i

e September -2Jhe 1U8S. Treasury

2 Congress.

*

E September-The 160@&and of Manhat,

4 navigator Henry Hudson.

L

* September-Mot hée®9Teresa died

* 8 7

*

* September -The @0604e terrori g

e occurred as four | arge passe

% killing nearly 3,000 peopl e.

L

e September-ThhikslWwk6e first uspd in cofbat
L i

E September-CbhAstt@2@i on began jon the Hgove
L &

. September-Th&, UB9ATr Force wal establ lishe
L H

L H

M September -A2r3menli‘w91ldecl ared itls i ndepeinde
* Soviet Union. *

* ®

> September -2bhe 1f7i18M9st US Corngress ptiopc
> Amendments to the Constitutijon, ten pf
* of Rights, were ratified. *

L H

L H

> October -HenrnYOBord' s Model T| went ony sa
" ti me *

* *

" October 2 CalliogfédBr ni a' s Redwopd Nati ohal
" established. *

* *

> October -Bhe 19pa/ce race beganj|as Russita |
. satellite into orbit. e

L H

Eg October -TBeg UNnVvbH5ed States Nayfy was b@rn
Ef October 2-0T,he 181 8. and Britgain agreE‘ad
e U.S./ Canadian border at the #9th paralll e
L H

EE October -2la,zzly¥eat Dizzy Gilll espie vvaas
* SC. *

* . ®

4 October -ZThe 1UN43 ed Nations wlas foundged.
L H

e October 2@he 182be Canal opelned as tihe
H ma-made waterway in Ameri ca. M

L H

e October 2Bhe 19tl®dtue of Liberfty was diedi
H York harbor. o

L H

e October 3vt,, Rushmore was completed afte
. wor k. 4

L H
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